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MARCH 7 & MARCH 14—WORSHIP ONLINE ONLY AT 10:30 AM 

BEGINNING MARCH 21—LIMITED IN-PERSON WORSHIP  

AND ONLINE WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM 

News 
The Good 



  
 
Dear RCC, 
 
When we started Lent last month, it felt heavier to me than nor-
mal.  I was remembering that we had barely begun this holy sea-
son last year when Covid-19 was discovered in central Iowa and 
we began to worship online.  I imagined we would be apart for 
just a few weeks; I planned for us to be back in-person for Palm 
Sunday on April 5.  When Easter came and went, I told our con-
gregation not to worry—we would celebrate Easter when we were 
all back together, probably some time in May. 
 
Now here we are, a whole calendar and liturgical year later!  That 
season of Lent--this wilderness season of Covid--has gone on 
longer and stretched us all thinner than I ever imagined. 
 
But now there is hope and good news:  Three vaccines are now on the market and many of you have been 
able to begin the immunization process.  Case numbers are, finally, beginning to decline in Polk County.  
With these signs that we are moving in the right direction, the Covid Planning Committee has decided to 
begin limited in-person worship on March 21.  I have begun to cautiously (and tear fully) plan to hold 
Holy Week services in our sanctuary.  Finally, we will get to have our Easter! 
 
But thinking about Easter this year also has me thinking about what comes after.  In the Gospel of John, Je-
sus is raised from the dead and then the disciples just go back to their old lives.  Simon Peter even goes back 
to his old fishing business!  We often read these stories and are puzzled—even dismayed—by the disciples’ 
behavior because it seems like the years they spent following Jesus, the grief they experienced at his death, 
and the joy the knew at his resurrection barely changed them at all.  They just went “back to normal.”  This 
year I think I understand the disciples better than ever.  They were probably exhausted and just wanted life 
to be ordinary and predictable again.  Can you relate? 
 
But in the Gospels, the resurrected Jesus kept showing up and disrupting their old, normal lives—calling 
them to make disciples of all nations, to feed his sheep, to follow him.  They had been changed by Jesus and 
they couldn’t just go back to normal—they were on their way to new life! 
 
Like those early disciples, we have followed Jesus through some difficult circumstances.  We have let some 
things go, experienced loss, and grieved death.  We are now finding reason to hope again and are glimpsing 
resurrection.  These things have changed us. 
 

At RCC we are cautiously returning to in-person worship, but we are not going “back to normal” because 
that is not our calling as Christians.  We are resurrection people—we are moving on toward new life. 
 

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Katie 



 

 

RCC Youth Group News 

On Feb. 27th, the RCC Youth 
Group packaged meals at Meals 

from the Heartland. 

Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
In 2010 a scholarship fund was established for eligible youth in our congregation 
for higher education.  
  
Applications are now available for the 2021-2022 academic year. Contact the office for an application. 
 
 

Guidelines to Apply for the Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
The high school student must be accepted by an accredited college, university or technical school, with a “C,”  
or 2 point grade average. The student must be enrolled in a course of study leading to an accredited degree, associate or 
undergraduate. 
 
Eligibility for Scholarships: 
1. Be an active member of the Runnells Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ), Runnells, Iowa. 
2. Strive to attend church at least once a month.   
3. Should maintain a minimum of regular attendance, at least once a month, in youth group. (prior to Covid-19) 
4. Consideration for aid will be based upon character and personality, grade point average, and involvement in church 

activities. 
5. Scholarship applications are due by April 30,  2021 for the  2021-2022 academic year. 



 Thank you to all the  
  volunteers who helped to 
 make the Drive-Thru Soup 
 Supper a success. There were  
volunteers making and serving the soup, making 
brownies, and of course purchasing the soup. The 
supper was so successful that we ran out of soup!  
The Soup Supper profits of $1,106 will be  
utilized for repairing our current  
outdoor church sign or for  
purchasing a new one.  

Thank You 

We will continue our tradition of holding a 24-hour 
prayer vigil from Maundy Thursday to Good  
Friday.  There will not be a prayer room set up at 
church; instead, we ask participants to pray at home 
during their scheduled time, as we did last year.  
 
If you'd like to participate, you may contact the 
church office or sign up online at  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040B4DA8AA22A0FB6-prayer1 



Easter Lily orders  
Return this form with cash or a check  payable to RCC for $9.00 per lily by Sunday, March 21!  
(You may pick up your lily after worship on April 4.) 
 
#___________ Lily / Lilies at $9.00 each.   
 
Name:__________________________________________________Phone:_________________ 
 
I would like to dedicate this Lily(s)  
 
  in MEMORY of:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  in HONOR of:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lily dedications will be listed in the April newsletter.  
Lilies purchased will decorate the sanctuary on Easter morning. 

Please return your order form and payment to the Church Office. Thank you! 

On Feb 17 RCC observed Ash Wednesday with prayer stations in the sanctuary.  At each 
station worshipers read a scripture, prayed about a reflection question, and completed an 
action.  These are pictures taken of each station: Cleansed by God (hand sanitizing), 
Marked by God (ash imposition), Formed by God (clay), Yoked to God (ribbon cross), & 

Helped by God (stones). 



 
All Military Personnel and Veterans 
John & Norma Grinstead 

Katie Temple's cousin, Stephanie 

Leonard Northway 

Jeri Sanburn 

Jennifer Sieck 

Betsy Simonsen 
Tristan Spangler-Dunning 

Jackie Tate 
Tom Wilson 

In an effort to keep our prayer concerns current, 
names will remain on the list for four weeks. At that 
time names will be removed unless you have called 
the office to ask that a name remain on the list and 

give an update on the person’s well-being. If a 
name is removed and you’d like it on the list again, 
just contact the church office. Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns With Sympathy 
 

With Prayers and  
Heartfelt Sympathy 

 
     

Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to the  
family & friends of:  

 
Mary Kohlhof,  

who passed away on February 24, 2021 

 
May God’s peace comfort you  

in the time of your loss. 

 

The preferred method of registration for camp is to  
register and submit your payment share through the  
regional website at:  
https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp 
 
Once you have completed your registration you can  
forward your confirmation email to the church office 
and the church will pay their share.  
 
Runnells Christian Church and our CWF will pay 50% 
of one camp each child or youth wish to attend.  

 

the camper pays 50%,  
the church pays 30%  
and CWF pays 20% 

 
Please register for camp by Sunday, April 25. The 
church will then submit their portion of the payment 
before the May 1 early registration deadline.  

 
If registering online is not an option for you, you may 
pick up a registration form from the church office and  
return your completed registration and your payment 
share (payable to RCC or Runnells Christian Church) 
to the church office by April 25. 

 
Descriptions of the camps, a typical day, what to bring 
and more are available on the Upper Midwest Region 
website listed above. If you have problems with online 
registration or payment, please call 641-792-1266.   
 

 



RCC BOOK GROUP 
Our March book selection is The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate. We will meet to discuss this book via Zoom 
on Wednesday,  March 24 at 7 pm.  
 

From Amazon: Bestselling author Lisa Wingate brings to life startling stories from actual “Lost Friends” advertise-
ments that appeared in Southern newspapers after the Civil War, as newly freed slaves desperately searched for loved 
ones who had been sold away. 
 

Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous era of Reconstruction, three young women set off as unwilling companions on a 
perilous quest: Hannie, a freed slave; Lavinia, the pampered heir to a now destitute plantation; and Juneau Jane, 
Lavinia’s Creole half sister. Each carries private wounds and powerful secrets as they head for Texas, following roads 
rife with vigilantes and soldiers still fighting a war lost a decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the journey is 
one of stolen inheritance and financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn from her mother and siblings before slavery’s 
end, the pilgrimage west reignites an agonizing question: Could her long-lost family still be out there? Beyond the 
swamps lie the limitless frontiers of Texas and, improbably, hope. 
 

Louisiana, 1987: For first-year teacher Benedetta Silva, a subsidized job at a poor rural school seems like the ticket 
to canceling her hefty student debt—until she lands in a tiny, out-of-step Mississippi River town. Augustine, Louisi-
ana, is suspicious of new ideas and new people, and Benny can scarcely comprehend the lives of her poverty-stricken 
students. But amid the gnarled live oaks and run-down plantation homes lie the century-old history of three young 
women, a long-ago journey, and a hidden book that could change everything.   
 

Can’t make it to the March book group, but want to join the fun? Below is our 2021 reading list. Everyone is wel-
come to join —even if you haven't read the book. The book group generally meets the last Wednesday of each month. 
 

April—The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom 

May—The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

June—Beach Read by Emily Henry 

July—Becoming by Michelle Obama 

August—The Last Anniversary by Liane Moriarty 

September—The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 

October—Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 

November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 



 
 

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail..com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline—515-669-6036 
Council Chair: Tammy Gaudette 
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Church Admin: Sue Howard 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian: Leonard Northway  
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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FEBRUARY 2021—COUNCIL SUMMARY  

The council met on February 10th, 2021 at 7 pm on Zoom.  
 

Pastor Katie, Jill Simonsen, Katie Temple and Tammy Feeley 
met to discuss Ash Wednesday Services. Individual prayer 
stations will be implemented along with mandatory mask 
wearing and social distancing.  Lenten Devotionals will be 
available for pick-up as well as by email daily. Palms and lilies 
have been ordered. Good Friday service will be at 6:30 pm. 
Easter services are still being discussed. 
 

The Youth will be packaging meals on Feb. 27 at Meals from 
the Heartland.  
 

A Drive-thru Fish Fry has been scheduled for March 27. The 
proceeds from the Soup Supper and the Fish Fry will go into 
an account for refurbishing or replacing the outdoor sign.  
 

During worship on Feb 14, Pastor Katie will be using a video 
from the regional church about how the derecho impacted the 
DOC congregations in Iowa. 
 

Our Lenten theme will be “Wilderness.” Pastor Katie and the 
worship committee have been working on Holy Week plans.  
 

Pastor Katie is working with the church governance team 
formed during the Jan. council meeting to put together a plan 
for church operations during the 2021-2022 church year.  
 
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, March 10 at 7 pm 
and all are welcome to attend.  
         —Submitted by Pam Jordan 


