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Dear RCC, 
 
As a new school year begins, we are all falling back into routines.  Even if 
you don’t have school-aged kids, the patterns of a new year are probably 
showing up in your life:  your favorite shows are returning to television, 
you’re hearing football scores in the news on Friday nights, family vaca-
tions are slowing down, and church programs are starting back up!  Here at 
Runnells Christian Church we’re getting ready for Sunday School classes 
and 10:30 worship to both return on September 12.  Youth Group will meet 
for the first time this school year on September 19.  Summertime always 
seems like a break from reality, but in the fall we “get back to normal.” 
 

“Get back to normal.”  That is a phrase I have heard a lot this year.  It’s a phrase I’ve said a lot this year!  The  
Covid-19 pandemic put so many things on pause and we have longed—and prayed—to “get back to normal.” 
 
But normal may not always be such a good thing.  Our normal routines are often TOO full—full of work obligations, 
sports practices, club meetings, and so many other activities and appointments that fill our calendars.  Sometimes in 
“normal” we have so much going on it’s hard to focus on what matters.  Sometimes in “normal” we are spread so thin 
we can’t give our best selves to the things we love.  Sometimes in “normal” we don’t have time for the things that 
matter most. 
 

So this fall, what if instead of getting back to normal we got back to whole? 
 
Beginning September 12, our worship series will be called “Get Back to Whole.”  Through scripture, we will explore 
that being whole means we are authentically connected to and deeply known by others.  Being whole can help us  
experience life, rather than just push through it.  Being whole can help free us from the things that overwhelm us.  
Being whole gives our life greater meaning than simply being normal. 
 
This worship theme is inspired by resources from Every Day Sanctuary, a mobile app that provides “5 minutes of 
faith for busy people.”  I encourage you to download the app and use it as we move through the series.  Returning to  
worship—either in-person or online—and making time for a daily devotion can help you get back to whole this fall! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Katie 



Meal Ideas: 
Pancakes and sausage, Breakfast, Soup and Bread-
sticks, Hot Dogs, Walking Tacos, Pasta Bake, Meat-
ball Sandwiches, Tater Tot Casserole, Pizza, or a gift 
certificate for a restaurant such as Pizza Hut or Sub-
way. 
 
Meal sign up sheet can be found:  
 RCC entry way table 
 Contacting the church office 

Contact Sheila Aukes 515-707-7590 for more information. 



 
All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter 
Gary Beck 
Jeanne Beck 
Doris Boos 
Kurt Briles and family 
Brian Chittendon 
Joan DeGroot 
Connie Dunn 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Tami Hess 

Leonard Northway 
Alicia Robbins & her baby, Beau 

Jeri Sanburn 
Jennifer Sieck 

Jackie Tate 
Virginia White 
Tom & Marilyn Wilson 
All who are displaced from their homes due to natural 
disasters--earthquake in Haiti, wildfires in the west, 
tropical storms, and the Citizens of Louisiana, recover-
ing from Hurricane Ida. 
Those who are fleeing violence and persecution in Af-
ghanistan.  
The loved ones of those killed in Afghanistan. 

To keep our prayer concerns current, names will re-
main on the list for four weeks. At that time names 
will be removed unless you have asked that a name 
remain on the list and give an update on the person’s 
well-being. If a name is removed and you’d like it on 
the list again, contact the church office. Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns 

Thank you 
Dear Runnells Christian Church, 
Thank you for your financial support of our regional 
and general ministries in the first six months of 2021. 
Your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund and various spe-
cial offerings invest in the vital work of our general 
ministries and the many ministries of our Upper Mid-
west Region. Your generosity strengthens our mission 
to be Disciples Together.  
Thank you!  
Joshua Patty 
Regional Minister and President  
of the Christian Church in the Upper Midwest 

To the Runnells Christian Church Congregation, 
Thank you for all the get well wishes, cards, & prayers. 
They are so much appreciated! Thanks again!  
Sincerely, 
Ron & Jacque Tate 

With Sympathy 
With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 

 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the family & friends of:  

 
 

Mary Greenway,  
Bob Elam’s mother,  

who passed away August 26 
 
 

May God’s peace comfort you in the time of your loss. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
We can all help prevent suicide. The Lifeline provides 24/7, free and confidential support for 
people in distress, prevention and crisis resources for you or your loved ones, and best practic-
es for professionals. 
 
 



With roots that run deep within Runnells Christian Church, volunteer Tammy Gaudette was born 
into the church and is the third generation of her family to attend church at RCC. So naturally, she 
felt called to volunteer and help in whatever way she can. 
 
Tammy has served the church as a Sunday school teacher, fellowship coordinator, Christian edu-
cation coordinator, elder coordinator, elder, vice chair of the church council, chair of the church 
council, member of Christian Women’s Fellowship, Vacation Bible School coordinator, member 
of the memorial committee, member of the COVID team, choir member, co-director of the harvest 
supper, and mentor for a youth going through the declaration of faith process to be baptized.  
 
So why has she volunteered for so long and in so many different ways? 
 
“I love to get to know people on a more personal level. Getting involved means you get to spend 
more quality time with people and get to know others in the church family. I also like to feel like I 
am giving back to our church and our community,” she said. 
 
Tammy’s favorite scripture is Matthew 19:13-15 where Jesus blesses the little children, which is evident in her love 
for the children of the church. 

 
“Everyone that knows me knows that my passion and gift from God is the LOVE I have for  
children. This scripture speaks to me that we need to make sure all children KNOW and LOVE 
Jesus!” she said. 
 
(Matthew 19:13-15)  
“The little children were being brought to him in order that he might lay his hands on them and 
pray.  The disciples spoke sternly to those who brought them; but Jesus said, "Let the little chil-
dren come to me, and do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of heaven be-
longs."  And he laid his hands on them and went on his way.” 
 
There are many traditions Tammy embraces within RCC, but she loves Vacation Bible School 
and the Christmas Eve service. 
 
“I have so many. I do love VBS, it is a lot of work but it is also so rewarding to me. The one 
thing that brings my heart so much joy is the Christmas Eve service when we all circle in the 
sanctuary by candlelight and sing together. I always cry during that,” she shared. 
 

Her advice for fellow church members who may be indecisive about volunteering is to simply do it.  
 
“Listen to God's calling. If you are being asked to volunteer or 
help with something that is because someone can see some-
thing in you! God might be nudging you in a direction to step 
out of your comfort zone to make you grow. TRY some new 
things! You will be surprised at how much God will work 
through you if you start helping out! Make the time to be 
God's hands and feet on earth,” Tammy said. 
 
Tammy lives in rural Runnells and is married to Jon and has 
two sons, Devin who is married to Marie, and Alex, who is 
stationed in Germany. She also has two cats, Curly and Lam-
beau. In her free time, Tammy loves fishing, mushroom hunt-
ing, reading, and spending time with family and friends. 
 



Mountain Top Ministries Gramothe, Haiti 
I will be traveling to Mountain Top Ministries Medical Clinic on September 25 through October 3. I have been to 
five Mountain Top missions previously and have worked with many of the team members. Some have been there 
many more times than I. Given the dire poverty, the COVID pandemic, the assassination of the Haitian president, and 
now the most recent earthquake, the need has only been heightened. Know we have been in contact with the director 
at Mountain Top in Haiti and have been assured that this is a safe place to work. We stay in a gated compound away 
from the city. That noted, all prayers are welcomed! 

 

I will take what will fit in my suitcase. Of course, money is always welcome! From the people of Haiti, mesi! 
A blessing will be held at the September 19 worship service.  

—Katie Temple 

Local Mission Work 
In September, we will start with some of our regular collections! Here is how you can help our local community: 
 

Bring your spare change to drop in the bowl as we restart our Noisy Offering!  Beginning September 12, the Noisy 
Offering Bowl will be in the narthex.  In September, we will collect for the Runnells 3G Food Pantry. 
 

We will also be collecting new or gently used shorts & pants for Runnells Elementary.  All sizes are needed. 
 
Please direct all questions to Sheila Aukes 515-707-7590 

International Mission Work 

Items needed include: 
Children’s ibuprofen (pills and liquid) 
Children’s Tylenol (pills and liquid) 
Acne cream 
Diaper rash cream 
Hemorrhoid cream (not suppositories)   
Nizoril shampoo 
Dandruff shampoo 

Pregnancy tests (try the Dollar Store for tests that are $1) 
Claritin 5 mg, for children 
Allergy medication for children and adults 
Artificial tears  
Cough syrup, adult and children 
Miralax stool softener 
Vitamins, adult and children 
Sunglasses and hats for sun protection 

RCC BOOK GROUP 
 

On Wednesday, Sept. 29 at 7 pm  the RCC Book Group will meet to discuss The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett. 
 

An Amazon Best Book of June 2020: ...The Vanishing Half examines sisterhood, black identity, and parenthood with 
compassion and conviction. The Vignes twins grew up inseparable in the ’60s in Mallard, Louisiana, a small town 
reserved for black residents with light skin. Stella and Desiree Vignes are tall and beautiful, and they dream of lives 
beyond the lynching of their father and housekeeping for white people, like their mother does. When they flee to New 
Orleans as teenagers, Stella discovers that she can pass as white, and so begins the fracture that will forever separate 
the twins. Stella disappears in California and continues to play the part of a white woman, keeping her past a secret 
from her husband and daughter. After leaving her abusive marriage, Desiree returns to Mallard with her daughter, 
Jude, who is “black as tar.” Jude, desperate to find a place where she fits in, goes to college in California and  
discovers she was searching not just for herself but for her mother’s sister. Told in flashbacks and alternating points of 
view, this novel asks what is personal identity, if not your past. A riveting and sympathetic story about the bonds of 
sisterhood and just how strong they are, even at their weakest. —Al Wood-
worth, Amazon Book Review 
 
2021 Upcoming Books:  
October—Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 
November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 
 
The book group typically meets on the last Wednesday of the month and  
everyone is welcome. 



On August 22, Pastor Katie led a backpack blessing during worship. Students and teachers were invited to bring their backpacks to worship. 
Those unable to attend were encouraged to send a picture of them with their backpacks to participate in the blessing.   

Backpack Blessing 



RCC at the Runnells’ River Bottom Festival-August 28, 2021 



Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline 
Board Moderator: Bill Ingle  
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian:   
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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AUGUST 2021—BOARD SUMMARY  
 

The council met on August 11, 2021 at 7 pm via Zoom. 
The meeting was in a short, informal check-in. Commit-
tees were asked to present what they were working on and 
where they were needing assistance. Each committee 
chair has added members to their committees and are 
planning the new church year.  

—Submitted by Deb Bracewell 

Looking ahead to October… 

 
 

 Oct 3—World Communion Sunday 
 
 Oct 3—Youth Group meets 
 
 Oct 10—11:30 Baby shower for Pastor 

Katie and Jake Hainline 
 
 Oct 10—5 pm Chili Cook-off and Apple 

Dessert Bake-off 
 
 Oct 17—4:30-7:30 Pumpkinville with 

the Youth Group 
 
 Oct 23—Pumpkin Painting 
 
 Oct 30—6-8 pm Trunk or Treat 
 
 Oct 31—All Saints Day 


