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TRUNK OR TREAT 
Get your Halloween game on for this year’s Trunk or 
Treat! This is a fun way to serve our Runnells  
community. Decorate your car trunk and bring some 
treats for the kids! A sign-up sheet is located in the church 
narthex or contact the church office. Please be in place by 
5:50. Contact Sheila Aukes for more details. 

PUMPKINVILLE 
Sign up at church or by contacting the church office by 
October 10th.  Bring a lawn chair and a side dish or 
dessert to share. The church will pay for the 
youth to walk the large corn maze.  

PUMPKIN PAINTING  
Free event for everyone—open to the community! 
Everything will be provided—the pumpkins, the 
paint, and brushes. Meet on the south side of the 
church in the driveway.  
Rain date—Sunday 10/24 

COOK-OFF & BAKE-OFF! 
Open to the public and to any age!  
5-5:15 pm-Entries accepted in the fellowship hall 
5:15 pm-Appearance judging  
5:30 pm-Tasting begins  
6:00 pm-Votes are due 
6:15 pm-Winners announced and awards given 
*masks are required inside, all food will be eaten outside 



Dear RCC, 
 
I think I probably write this to you every October, but:  I LOVE AUTUMN!  It is my 
favorite season of the year.  I love sweatshirt weather.  I love football.  I love watch-
ing the green leaves turn vibrant shades of  yellow, orange, and red.  I love baking 
pies and cooking soup.  Fall moves us from summer to winter, from a season of wild 
growth to a season of rest and renewal.  I love that the earth reminds us each year 
that transitions are beautiful and natural. 
 

This is a particularly helpful reminder to me this year, as I am in the midst of one of the biggest transitions of my 
life—preparing for the birth of our child.  Our house is in transition, with baby items scattered between the nursery, 
the basement, the dining room table, and even my work-from-home office.  My wardrobe is in transition, as each day 
I’m surprised by something else that no longer fits!  Even our calendar is in transition, with so many  
celebrations and commitments marked as “maybes” in the upcoming weeks.  I am not a person who functions well in 
mess and chaos and uncertainty.  This fall, I need the leaves and the cool mornings to remind me to slow down, take a 
deep breath, and appreciate this season of change. 
 

I share all of this with you to help prepare you for this transition in the life of our church, too!  Over the last few 
months I have been working with several church leaders to make the best plan we possibly can for my maternity 
leave.  But, of course, so much is uncertain and up in the air!  I pray that you will be flexible and embrace the  
uncertainty with me. 
 

Right now I anticipate that the very last Sunday I will be in worship with you will be November 21.  Of course, it is 
possible that it may be even sooner than that!  That is a transition we will have to navigate together. 
 

Once my leave begins, our church policy grants me eight weeks of full-time leave.  In that time I will not be  
answering emails or texts or phone calls, so that I can be fully-present to our daughter.  During that time, prayer  
concerns and pastoral emergencies can be directed to any of the elders.  Questions about church events or programs 
can be answered by our amazing office administrator, Deb Bracewell, during office hours (Mon, Wed, & Thurs from 
9 am – 12 pm). 
 

After those initial eight weeks are over, our church’s Parental Leave Policy grants me another transition period:  four 
weeks of part-time leave.  I will be with you on Sunday mornings, preaching and leading worship, but I will be at 
home during the week with our baby, working part-time hours as I transition back into full-time ministry. 
 

I am so grateful for the church’s policy, which will allow me time to focus on the transition of becoming a mother.  
Even still, I know that taking a break from ministry might be a hard transition for me!  I hope that you will help me 
step away from church for a time by using the other resources available in the church while I am away.  If you have 
questions between now and when my leave begins, feel free to talk with me or reach out to an elder or Bill Ingle, our 
Board Moderator. 
 

Looking forward to falling leaves and new life and all that this autumn of transition will bring us! 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Katie 



Meal Ideas: 
Pancakes and sausage, Breakfast, Soup and Bread-
sticks, Hot Dogs, Walking Tacos, Pasta Bake, Meatball 
Sandwiches, Tater Tot Casserole, Pizza, or a gift certif-
icate for a restaurant such as Pizza Hut or Subway. 
 
Meal sign up sheet can be found:  
 RCC entry way table 
 Contacting the church office 

The youth group will meet at Linda and Basil Dawsons’ pond after church on October 3.  We will have 
lunch and try to catch some fish.  We appreciate the Dawsons for allowing us to relax and enjoy their lovely 
pond.  Lunch will be provided.  Bring your fishing poles and bait if you have them. 
 
On October 19, the youth will meet at Pumpkinville.  RCC has a picnic spot reserved from 4:30 – 7:30 
pm.  RCC will pay for the youth who want to go through the corn maze.  Dress appropriately and bring a 
lawn chair!  
 

As always, RCC youth are always welcome to bring friends to any youth group activity. 
We are still looking for volunteers to provide lunch for youth group meetings on November 7 and 21st. 

For more information on any youth activities please contact Sheila Aukes at 515-707-7590. 

In 2020 the Runnells Christian Church Council passed a Parental Leave Policy for our congregation which grants a 
minister eight weeks of full-time leave and four additional weeks of part-time leave upon the birth of a child.  We are 
anticipating Pastor Katie will begin her leave by November 28, 2021. 
 
We are thrilled to share that our church has been approved to receive a grant from the Pension Fund that will allow 
RCC to hire a visiting pastor who will lead worship during Pastor Katie's leave.  During her leave the Elders will  
provide pastoral care; if you have a prayer concern or need arise while Pastor Katie is away, please contact your  
Elder.  Any questions about the parental leave can be directed to Bill Ingle (Board Moderator) or Jack Merkle (Chair 
of Stewardship of Resources Committee). 

Pastor Katie’s Maternity Leave 



October Noisy Offering 
Don’t forget to bring your loose change to church for 
the Noisy Offering. The October Noisy Offering will 
be collected for the Christian Camp and Conference 
Center in Newton. 
 
 
Please direct all questions  
to Sheila Aukes  
515-707-7590 

RCC BOOK GROUP  

On Wednesday, October  27 at 7 pm  the RCC Book Group will meet to discuss 
Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg. 
 

From Amazon In Fannie Flagg’s high-spirited first novel, we meet Daisy Fay  
Harper in the spring of 1952, where she’s “not doing much except sitting around 
waiting for the sixth grade.” When she leaves Shell Beach, Mississippi, in  
September 1959, she is packed up and ready for the Miss America Pageant, vowing “I won’t come back until I’m 
somebody.” But in our hearts she already is. 
 

Sassy and irreverent from the get-go, Daisy Fay takes us on a rollicking journey through her formative years on the 
Gulf Coast of Mississippi. There, at The End of the Road of the South, the family malt shop freezer holds unspeakable 
things, society maven Mrs. Dot hosts Junior Debutante meetings and shares inspired thoughts for the week (such as 
“sincerity is as valuable as radium”), and Daisy Fay’s Daddy hatches a quick-cash scheme that involves resurrecting 
his daughter from the dead in a carefully orchestrated miracle. Along the way, Daisy Fay does a lot of growing up, 
emerging as one of the most hilarious, appealing, and prized characters in modern fiction.  
 

2021 Upcoming Books:  
November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 
 

The book group typically meets on the last Wednesday of the month and everyone is welcome. Please bring book ide-
as for 2022 to the October and November meetings. 

Community Engagement 

International Missions Local Missions 

Our International Student 
Runnells Christian Church is now the proud sponsor of 
Marceline Mede, a third grader at Dumay School in Hai-
ti. The Dumay school is a part of Mountain Top Minis-
tries. Our $35 a month provides for her school fees and 
a noon meal. Marceline is from the village of Campe-
che. Her mother is a vendor and her father is a farmer. 
See the bulletin board in the fellowship hall to see her 
picture. I have a backpack with school supplies to deliv-
er to her when I travel to Mountain Top. 
—Katie Temple 

Katie will return from her mission trip to Haiti on  
Sunday, October 3rd.  

Commissioning Kate Temple for Mission 



All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter 
Gary Beck 
Doris Boos 
Kurt Briles and family 
Brian Chittendon 
Don Danley 
Joan DeGroot 
Connie Dunn 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Tami Hess 
Carter Phillips 
Tiffany Phillips 
Kathy McKelvey,  Tammy Feeley’s friend 
Leonard Northway 
Liz, Cindi Leal's friend  
Matt Rensch 
Alicia Robbins & her baby, Beau 
Jeri Sanburn 
Jennifer Sieck 
Jackie Tate 
Virginia White 
Tom & Marilyn Wilson 

With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the families & friends of:  

 
 

JoAnn Thomas,  
who passed away September 2, 2021 

 
 

Walt Grimes,  
who passed away September 3, 2021 

 
 

Ellie Bullington 
stepmother to Kirby Bullington & Sherry Johnson,  

who passed away September 12, 2021 
 
 

Jeanne Beck,  
who passed away September 21, 2021 

 
 

Cherrie Porter,  
niece of Bill & Shirley O’Brien,  

who passed away September 24, 2021 
 
 

Sheila McKeever,  
daughter of Nancy Moore,  

who passed away September 25, 2021 
 

May God’s love comfort you in the time of your loss. 

To keep our prayer concerns current, names 
will remain on the list for four weeks. At that 
time names will be removed unless you have 
asked that a name remain on the list and give an 
update on the person’s well-being. If a name is 
removed and you’d like it on the list again, con-
tact the church office. Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns With Sympathy 



Kick-Off Sunday  

September 12, 2021 



Volunteers are Needed 

For Children's Church  
 
Adult volunteers are needed to lead Children’s 
Church. After the kindergarten through 5th  
graders have collected the Noisy Offering,  you 
will take the kids downstairs to the fellowship 
hall for Children’s Church. All the supplies will 
be set up for you to teach.  You will get the  
lesson plan the week you teach and everything 
will need will be set up at church.  Each week 
you will be reading the scripture. The teaching 
portion of the lesson will come through 

in one of the following ways:  
science, baking, acting, and crafts. 
To volunteer contact Tammy  
Gaudette or the church office. 
Please direct all questions to  
Tammy Gaudette 515-707-3715. 



RCC Pet Blessing   

September 26, 2021 



Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline 
Board Moderator: Bill Ingle  
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian:  Ann Hammen 
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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Looking ahead to November… 

 
 

 Nov 1—Congregational Life Meeting 7pm 
 
 Nov 7—Youth Group 11:45am 
 
 Nov 10—Church Board Meeting 7pm 
 
 Nov 21—Adult Choir Sings during worship 
 
 Nov 21—Youth Group 11:45am 
 
 Nov 28—Advent Begins with Hanging of the 

Greens during worship 
 
 Nov 28—Second Annual Outdoor Tree Light-

ing 4:30pm 


