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SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 

WORSHIP 10:30 

December Church Events 

 December 1, 9:15—Cookie Decorating During Sunday School 

 December 1, 10:30am—Hanging of the Greens 

 December 8, 10:30am—Children’s Christmas Program during worship 

 December 8, 5:00pm—Christmas Outreach Auction 

 December 18, 6:30pm—Christmas Caroling, meet at church 

 December 24, 5:30pm—Early Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

                                                                                 10:00pm—Late Christmas Eve Candle Light Service 

 



Dear RCC, 
 
This year I’ve heard a lot of debate about how early is “too early” to begin decorating for Christmas.  I think be-
cause it snowed so early in November this year, many people were more eager than usual to get into the spirit of 
the holidays. 
 
I try not to rush into the season.  I complain that stores take down their black-and-orange Halloween decorations 
and immediately replace them with red-and-green Christmas ones.  I try not to put up my tree until Thanksgiving.  
But even I can’t resist tapping my toe and humming along to “Have a Holly Jolly Christmas” when it plays over 
the speakers at the grocery store.  A good Christmas song can get me into the spirit every time. 
 
Have you ever noticed how song is woven into the Christmas story?  When Mary the mother of Jesus visits her 
relative Elizabeth, she breaks into song.  When John the Baptist is born, his father Zechariah sings.  When the an-
gels appear to the shepherds in the fields, they sing “Glory to God in the highest!” 
 
Similarly, song is woven into our own Christmas memories.  Many of you tell me your favorite part of Christmas 
Eve is lighting your candle and softly singing “Silent Night” in the dimly-lit sanctuary. 
 
It is hard to separate Christmas from its music. 
 

Not only are these tunes beloved, but their words are often rich with meaning.  This Advent and Christmas sea-
son, our worship services will celebrate some of our favorite Christmas songs and explore what they teach us 
about the faith we have in this newborn child. 
 

I hope you’ll join your voice with mine on December 1, 8, 15, 22, 24, 29, and January 5 for our worship series:  
“Heaven and Nature Sing.” 
 
 

Advent and Christmas Blessings,  
Pastor Katie 

Pastor Katie Russell Hainline 
106 Rolling Prairie Dr., Runnells 

Cell Phone: 515.669.6036   
Email: pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
 



 

* Our congregation has adopted families in need. 
* Christmas Outreach Fund and Youth Group will              
    each  be  sponsoring a family and our Youth                                
      Groups   will purchase   those gifts.  
* Gift items for the other families will be written on    
  ornaments on our Giving Tree in the   Fellowship hall.  
* Individuals or families may take an ornament off              
the Giving  Tree: 

                   1)    purchase gift 
                  2)    wrap it 
                3)    adhere ornament to outside of  package 
                4)    bring to church and place under tree                 
Everyone has an opportunity to help out a needy  
family in our community this Christmas. 
 
In addition to our adopted families, we are adding 

Runnells Elementary teacher gifts to our tree. We will 
be making each teacher a gift bag from the items you 
purchase—no need to wrap these teacher gifts. 

 
*Gifts must be returned by Sunday, December 15.  

 
 

Poinsettia Order Form 
To decorate our church for Christmas, we are offering the opportunity to order a poinsettia.  
Poinsettias may be dedicated in memory of a loved one or in honor of a living person.   
You are welcome to take your poinsettia home after worship on Christmas Eve. 

            Last day to Order is Sunday, December 8 
 

6 ½” Poinsettia   # ___ @ $8.00              Total   $ _____________ 
 
Ordered by: ________________________________ 
 
In Memory of :_____________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________ 

Checks payable to Runnells Christian Church or RCC with Poinsettia written in the memo area. 

Along with your check, orders may be left in the church office or placed in the collection plate. 



 In November... 
On November 3rd, the youth group met after church. After 
sharing a meal together they headed out to collect food items 
for the Caring Hands Outreach Center. The youth split into 
two groups and went door-to-door to ask for donations. 
Thank you to everyone for your generosity.  

 
On November 17, the groups met in the evening to make 
items to sell for the Outreach Auction and to play games.  

Upcoming Youth Events 
Dec 1—11:30-2:30 The youth group will have a quick lunch at church before heading out for 
an afternoon of bowling. The church will pay for bowling shoes and the lane fees. Please 
bring money if you want snacks and drinks. Feel free to bring a friend. 
Dec 15—11:30-2:30 The youth group will meet after church. Bring money for a fast food 
lunch and then off to Target for Season of Sharing shopping, followed by gift wrapping at 

the church. We will need lots of help this week. Please plan to attend.                   

RCC Youth Group News 

Bible Presentation Sunday  
November 24 

  
Thank you, Lord, for the Bible; for its ability to give us each 
day a new vision and new power; for its capacity to reach to 
the roots of our inner life and to refresh them we thank you.  
For the Bible and its power to develop faith and to sustain 
it, we give you thanks and praise.  For these children, who 
now have their own Bibles to read we are so grateful.  Bless 
them as they grow in their faith and understanding of you.  
Amen. 

 

Honored this year were:  
Mali Kain and Hayden St. Pierre 



Runnells Christian Church  
Scholarship Fund 

 

Bill O’Brien, a long time member of our congregation, felt called to 

help the young people of our congregation and our scholarship fund 

was his dream.  His initial gift got The Runnells Christian Church 

Scholarship Fund started.  Memorials when Bill died in August 2010, 

along with memorial gifts from Iola Weaver, and Katy McGowen and 

Kip Williams, helped to establish the fund. Since that time we have 

added memorials from Ed and Lilith Thomas, Harry and Evelyn Winegar, Shirley O’Brien, Lois Howard, 

Burdette Hunt, Joyce Thompson, Dwain DeReus, Dick Thomas, John Northway, Bob Hershey, Donald 

Kain and Vesta Mae and Morgan Chapman along with many other gifts. 

 

Any gift given to the scholarship fund is an investment in the youth of Runnells Christian Church. All funds 

received now and in the  future are invested in a permanent trust at the Christian Church Foundation and 

the income will be used to provide scholarships for higher education.  

 

With God’s blessing we will be able to grow this scholarship fund so in future years we will be able to  

provide more and larger scholarships to our active young  people in our congregation.   

#GivingTuesday - Dec 3 

Giving Tuesday is a national day of giving that takes place on the Tuesday after Thanks-

giving.  It is a great opportunity to support your favorite non-profit and  

charitable organizations before the end of the tax year.  This year RCC will be  

participating in Giving Tuesday and designating the gifts we receive for the HVAC re-

placement fund.  We have generous donors who will match up to $1,000 in  

Donations received through #GivingTuesday.  You can give by writing a check to the 

church with "Giving Tuesday" or "HVAC" in the memo line. You may place your  

donation in the collection plate or mail it to the church. 

Please mail all checks to Runnells Christian Church, PO Box 30, Runnells, IA 50237  

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  

End of the Year Giving Options 



All Military Personnel  
 and Veterans 
Jim Adams 
Jason Boo’s mother, Doris  
John Browers 
Theo Bullington 
John Danks 
Jodi & Kelly Dirks family 
Bob Dresback 
Greg Frye-(nephew of  Colleen 
& Jim Adkins)  
Rosie Gaudette-(Jon’s mother)  
Jeanne Ann 
Carl Kingery 
Sharon Kline 
Shannon Lane-St.Pierre’s      
father 
Jennifer Lessard 
Mark Maschen 
Dale Miller 
Wanda Mitchell 
Courtney Neal 
Lauri Nelson 
Doug Redhead 
Mari Rowe 
Donny Sanford 
Betsy Simonsen 
Stan Simonsen 
 

Marlene & Dick Smith 
          (friends of Jane Charls)  
Rebecca Tabor 
Tim (co-worker of Jack Merkle) 
Jay Wilson 
 
 
Valley View Village: 
Jeanne Vermie 
2555 Guthrie Ave.  
Bldg. C 
Des Moines, IA 50317 

 

 
 
 
 

In an effort to keep our 
prayer concerns current, 

names will remain on the list 
for four weeks. At that time 
names will be removed un-

less you have called the  
office to ask that a name 

remain on the list and give 
an update on the person’s 

well-being.  
Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Prairie Vista Village 
2785 1st Avenue South 
Altoona, IA 50009 
 

Dorothy Bowers-#231 
Bill Henry—#122 
Doris Miller—#237 
Nancy Moore—#242 

Home Communion 
Our elders are taking Communion once a month to those who 

are homebound, in nursing homes or hospitalized. 
If you are not receiving Communion or know of 

someone who would like  
Communion brought to them,  
please contact our elder chair,  
Katie Temple at 515.966.2580. 

  Alex Gaudette 
  PO Box 1742  
  Ft. Myer, VA 22211 

S Rebecca Tabor 
1301 Summit St, Fox AF111R  
Marshalltown, IA  50158 

Corbin Hays & Mica Russell 
Hays 
7332 Samuel Dr 
Indianapolis, IN  46259 

 With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the family & friends of:  

 

 
Don Morris 

Gina Kern’s father, 
who passed away on October 29 

 
Stanley Harmison 

Leonard Northway’s brother-in-law, 
who passed away on October 29 

 
Eldon Root 

Celina Buck’s father, 
who passed away on November 22 

 
May God’s peace comfort you in the time of your loss. 

 CHRISTMAS  

OUTREACH  

AUCTION 
DECEMBER 8, 5:00PM 

 

The Christmas Outreach Auction is Sunday,  

December 8.  We count on the  

generosity of all our members to donate craft 

items, baked goods, 

coupons for services 

and from businesses.  

Then we count on 

your generosity and 

concern for those in 

need to come and bid 

on items. All the proceeds from this auction are 

used to help people in need in our  local area.  

Our goal is to raise at least $5000 to help those 

in our community that need a  helping hand. 

Questions or items to donate? Please call the church 

at 966.2587 or Tonya Boos at 515.306.5151    

Come join the fun! 



A big thank you to everyone who made the Harvest Supper and Bazaar a huge success. We served almost 300 meals and after expenses, 
brought in $3,405.43. We thank you if you baked a pie, cut and served the pies, made a salad, wrapped, cooked or sliced the roast beef, froze 
the sweet corn, made the gravy, set up tables and chairs, decorated the tables, cleaned off tables, took down tables, poured drinks, welcomed 
everyone, cashiered, called numbers, washed dishes, worked the bazaar, made or purchased a bake sale or craft item – thank you!!  Special 
thanks to our cooks, every year it seems the food tastes better than ever before.  
This event takes the effort of many people and we wouldn’t be so successful without each one of our volunteers.  
Our CWF will use the proceeds from the Bazaar and Harvest Supper to help pay for new kitchen sinks this year and send our kids to church 
camp, purchase all the supplies during the year for the bathrooms and the kitchen and serve funeral luncheons! Thank you so much for your 
support. 

 
 
 

 

 



  

Runnells Christian Church 

        ( Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
309 Brown Street 
P.O. Box 30 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@msn.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline—515-669-6036 
Council Chair: Tammy Gaudette 
Church Secretaries:   
Barb Miller/Sue Howard/Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian: Leonard Northway  
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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       (U. S. Post Office requires P.O. Box 30 on all church mail.) 

NOVEMBER 2019 
COUNCIL SUMMARY  

 
The council meet on Wednesday 
November 13th at 7:00pm 
 
The New HVAC system in in! 
 
The Harvest Supper was a success 
 
11/24/19 will be Bible Sunday 
 
Check your calendar for more im-
portant dates in December. 
 
Next council meeting is December 
11 at 7:00pm 
 
All our welcome to attend the 
council meetings 
 
 
                                                Submitted by    Tiffany Phillips 

 
 

From the Staff 


