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SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 

WORSHIP 10:30 

Ash Wednesday Worship   
March 6, 6:30p.m. 

 
Pick up your Lenten Devotionals at Church! 

 

Lenten Evening Bible Study 
Mondays, 7pm 

March 11– April 8 



 
 
 
 
Dear RCC, The church that I grew up in did Lent in a BIG way.  They held a   
worship service every Wednesday night of Lent.  On Maundy Thursday, the pastor 
washed the congregations’ feet and then the Altar Guild removed all of the       
decorations from the sanctuary—stripping it bare, washing the altar, and draping 
the cross in black.  We left that worship service in silence.  Sometimes the Good 
Friday service would be completely sung by the choir; sometimes there would be a 
dramatic reading of the passion story, complete with the congregation shouting all 
together, “Crucify him!  Crucify him!” 
 
I always liked the season of Lent.  I liked that the songs were all in minor keys.  I liked the starkness of seeing the 
normally-ornate sanctuary so bare.  I thought it was weird that we called the day Jesus died “good,” but I was also 
drawn to the darkness and drama of it. I think that even as a child, I knew that holy things happened in this season. 
 
In her book Learning to Walk in the Dark, author Barbara Brown Taylor writes about “a spirituality that works in 
the night.”  She says we often avoid the dark because we are afraid of it, because we do not know what it contains, 
or because we think life should only be sunlight.  But there are things that we learn about ourselves and about God 
that we can only learn in the dark.  And so we need the dark as much as we need the light. 
 
The season of Lent offers us that.  We begin by reading the story of Jesus being tempted in the wilderness and  
wonder if he didn’t learn something about himself and about God in those 40 days in the dark.  Then we submit 
ourselves to our own 40-day journey, fasting and praying as Jesus did.   We dive into this season of ash, purple,  
confession, minor keys, drama, and darkness with the hope that we will encounter what is holy.  With the hope that 
we will learn something about ourselves and about God that we may not 
learn any other time of the year. 
 
Don’t run from Lent this year; turn toward it and you might find that  
in the darkness you have turned back toward God.                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Blessings, Pastor Katie 

Pastor Katie Russell 
106 Rolling Prairie Dr., Runnells 

Cell Phone: 515.669.6036   
Email: pastor.krussell@gmail.com 



Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
(Disciples of Christ) 

In 2010 a scholarship fund was established for eligible youth in our congregation for higher education.  
  
Applications are now available in the office for the 2019-2020 academic year. 
 

Guidelines to Apply for the Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
The high school student must be accepted by an accredited college, university or technical school, with a “C,”  
or 2 point grade average. 
The student must be enrolled in a course of study leading to an accredited degree, associate or undergraduate. 
 
Eligibility for Scholarships: 
1. Be an active member of the Runnells Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ), Runnells, Iowa. 
2. Strive to attend church at least once a month.  
3. Should maintain a minimum of regular attendance, at least once a month, in youth group. 
4. Consideration for aid will be based upon character and personality, grade point average and involvement in 

church activities. 
5. Scholarship applications are due by April 30,  2019 for the  2019-2020 academic year. 

 With adverse weather conditions this winter 

causing low attendance and  
the closing of Church on two Sundays,  

our checking account is quickly being depleted.  
Thank you to those who are consistent in their 

giving and make up when they have  
to miss a Sunday at Church.  

 
Please think and pray  

about your giving habits.  
 

The Finance Team 



YOUTH 

 

Spring 2019 Youth Group Schedule  
March 17                           No Youth Spring Break 
April 7            5:30-7:30 pm     Outdoor games at the church  
April 28           11:30-1:30 pm    Deliver May baskets/flowers 

Want to provide a meal for youth group? 
Each month the youth groups share a meal together. We have been blessed to have 
church members provide these meals. We’ve had pasta, beef burgers, tacos,  
enchiladas, pizza, soup and sandwiches...whatever your family eats you can fix for 
the youth group. You can provide the meal yourself or get together with a friend. 
We serve approximately 20 people at each gathering.  

Please contact Lynn Phipps 515-419-3010. 
Meals are needed for the following times: 

April 7      dinner at 5:30 
April 28     lunch at 11:30 

At RCC we have two youth groups: Chi Rho and CYF.  
 
Chi Rho is for youth in grades 6-8th. The adult leaders for  
Chi Rho are: Pastor Katie, Sheila Aukes, Mike Miller.  
CYF is for youth in grades 9-12. The leaders for CYF are: 
Denise Pfister and Mike and Deb Bracewell.  
Kristin Danley-Greiner will be helping as needed with both 
groups.  
Both groups generally meet on the first and third Sunday,  
September through April (see schedule for exceptions.) Generally we 
begin each meeting by sharing a meal.  
Church members can contact  
Lynn Phipps via text at 515-419-3010 to assist with a meal. 

2019 RCC Youth Groups 

Easter Lilies    
Return this order form with a check, payable to RCC or Runnells Christian Church  
for $9.00, per lily by Sunday, April 7!    (You may pick up your lily after worship on April 21.) 
 
#___________ Lily / Lilies at $9.00 each.   
 
Name:__________________________________________________Phone:_________________ 
I would like to dedicate this Lily(s)  
  in MEMORY of:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
or in HONOR of:____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Your order form and check may be put in the Offering Plate or Church Office.  Thank you!             



Puerto Rico Mission Trip 2019  
From the Disciples Home Missions: 
 
“Hurricanes Irma (hit Puerto Rico at the end 
of August 2017) and Maria (hit Puerto Rico 
on September 20, 2017) caused catastrophic 
damage across the island; yet, the people of 
Puerto Rico are resilient and do not need 
mainland Disciples to come and do for them. 
Instead, they are seeking partners who will 
come as ambassadors and friends. Repair 
and rebuild work is an important part of the   
journey, but so, too, is a commitment to 
building relationships and to learning about 
life and the church in Puerto Rico so that 
those who are able to make the trip can     
return and share the story with others.” 
 
In keeping with the needs of those in  

Puerto Rico, twenty-six people from the Disciples of Christ of the Upper Midwest will be going to work and share 
March 1-8.  We will be working on construction projects and staying at the church campgrounds,  
Campamento Morton near Barranquitas.   Please keep us in your prayers.  

I hope to share about the mission when I return.                                                            Submitted by Katie Temple 

International  Mission News 



Runnells Christian Church, Thank you so much for your 
kindness and generosity! The pens and expo markers are 
already being used in my classroom. I’ll be using the gift 
cards in the near future.                                 Lisa Vroom 
 
We thank you for your donation of $222.98 to help ensure 
district students receive nutritious meals and help to  
encourage their learning experiences every day. Thank you 
again for your generosity and support of Southeast Polk 
Community Schools and its programs!  

Sincerely, Amy A’Hearn,  
Director of Food and Nutrition Services 

 
Dear church family,  Thank you for the donation of $500 
from the RCC budget for international missions and almost 
$200 from the noisy offering for my Puerto Rico mission 
trip. The initial cost is $1200, so these donations will help a 
lot. Your prayers and thoughts make a world of difference 
to me. I know my prayer warriors are with me! I look     
forward to sharing about the trip.   

Gracias (thank you), Katie Temple 
 
 

January Noisy Offering  
Donations, $192.63, will be used for 

our International Mission trips.  
February donations, $80.33, will be 
used for the Caring Hands Simple 
Supper that RCC serves in March.  
Our March Noisy Offering will go 
toward camp fees to help our kids 

go to camp this summer. 

 With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the family & friends of:  

 

Francis Hainline, Jake’s grandpa 
who passed away on February 18 

at the age of 79. 

May God’s peace comfort you in the time of your loss. 

All Military Personnel  
 and Veterans 
 
Brenda Bailey 
   (friend of Marti Ingle w/cancer) 
Bill Biddle 
Todd Buck 
Jodi and Kelly Dirks family 
Jax Hawxby 
    (Mitchellville student w/cancer) 
Marti Ingle 
Jennifer Lessard 
Malia 
     (Jason Boos’ cousin w/cancer 
Sharon Kline 
Tanner Potter 
   (11 year old w/heart failure) 
Judy Quam 
Doug Redhead 
Harry and Betty Robbins 
Bill Roberts  
         (neighbor of the Bracewells) 
Donny Sanford 
Betsy Simonsen 
Stan Simonsen 

Marilyn Wilson 
   (Tonya Boos’ mother) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Valley View Village: 
Jeanne Vermie 
2555 Guthrie Ave.  
Bldg. C 
Des Moines, IA 50317 

 

 
 

 
 

In an effort to keep our 
prayer concerns current, 

names will remain on the list 
for four weeks. At that time 
names will be removed un-

less you have called the  
office to ask that a name 

remain on the list and give 
an update on the person’s 

well-being.  
Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Prairie Vista Village 
2785 1st Avenue South 
Altoona, IA 50009 
 

Dorothy Bowers-#231 
Bill Henry—#122 
Doris Miller—#237 
Nancy Moore—#242 

  Alex Gaudette 
  PO Box 1742  
  Ft. Myer, VA 22211 

Home Communion 
Our elders are taking Communion once a month to those who 
are homebound, in nursing homes or hospital-
ized. If you are not receiving Communion or 

know of someone who would like  
Communion brought to them,  
please contact our elder chair,  
Katie Temple at 515.966.2580. 



 
 

       (U. S. Post Office requires P.O. Box 30 on all church mail.) 

FEBRUARY 2019 
COUNCIL SUMMARY  

 

The council met on Wednesday,  

February 6th at 7:00pm. 

Pastor Katie will be holding baptism 

classes in March and April. 

Baptisms on Easter Sunday. 

We will have a potluck after worship 

March 31st. 

We are looking for another person 

to help at caring hands on the third-

Monday of each month. 

Check your calendar for more im-

portant dates in March.   

Next council meeting is March 13th 

at 7:00pm. 

All our welcome to attend the coun-

cil meetings. 

 

                                                            Submitted by    Tiffany Phillips 

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
309 Brown Street 
P.O. Box 30 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@msn.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell—515-669-6036 
Council Chair: Deb Bracewell 
Church Secretaries:   
Barb Miller/Sue Howard/Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian: Leonard Northway  
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 

 

                                         Runnells  
Christian Church 
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The Body of Christ: 
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