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Dear RCC, 
 
Summer is here and things are opening back up in Iowa.  
What a joy!  Last month I was a guest at a large wed-
ding—the first one I have attended in over a year.  I’ve 
been making plans with friends I haven’t seen in a long, 
long time.  Jake and I even bought tickets to a music fes-
tival later this summer, which is something that didn’t 
even seem possible six months ago! 
 
As we all start to get out and about again, I encourage 
you to look for God in the places that you visit and the 
things that you do.  Psalm 139 asks, “Where can I go 
from your spirit?  Or where can I flee from your pres-
ence?”  The answer is:  nowhere!  God is with us in the highest highs and lowest lows; God is 
with us at home and in restaurants, on vacation and running errands.  Every moment and every 
place provides us with an opportunity to encounter God…we just have to look for it. 
 
Here are some of my favorite places around Des Moines to experience the holy: 

 The Hwy 316 Overlook.  This is where RCC has its Easter  sunr ise service each year 
and every time I drive past it, I smile remembering the mysterious words of the resurrection 
stories and the opening chords of the “Hallelujah Chorus.”  This is a great place to stop, 
read some scripture or say a prayer, and marvel at the beauty of God’s creation (it’s gor-
geous in every season!). 

 The Pappajohn Sculpture Park.  If you’re a “people watcher” like me, there is no better 
place in the city!  On a beautiful summer evening you’ll see families taking photos, friends 
leaving restaurants for dinner, dogs out for a walk, and kids and teens out playing games.  
The creativity and diversity of the art installations is a sign of the Holy Spirit’s gifts that 
God pours out on each of us.  I love to watch the children splash in the water features—a 
great reminder of the joy of our baptisms! 

 Your favorite restaurant.  I couldn’t pick just one—Des Moines has so many great places 
to eat!  But every time we gather around the table is an opportunity for us to celebrate com-
munion.  The book of Acts says Christ is made known in the breaking of the bread, which 
means even dining out can be a holy experience!  In the fellowship of loved ones, the grati-
tude we feel for those who have labored to bring food to our table, and the joy of a good 
meal, Christ is surely present. 

 
Where are your favorite places to encounter God?  As we all return to something a little more 
“normal” this summer, strive to find the holy in everyday, normal moments. 
 
 
Blessings,  
 
Pastor Katie 



The RCC Annual Congregational Meeting  
The RCC Annual Congregational Meeting was held on June 27, during worship. The congregation 
voted to accept the following: 
 The 2020-2021 year end financial statement 
 The proposed 2021-2022 budget 
 The resolution to change our fiscal year to begin on June 1  
 The ballot of leaders for the next year 
 

Earlier this year, the council voted to temporarily (one year) suspend the bylaws which pertain to 
the council structure and try a new structure. Below is a diagram outlining the new structure. The 
leaders in the diagram will be the leaders for the 2021-2022 church year. It is the hope of the 
council that this new structure will allow more people to be involved in projects at the church, will 
offer an easier way for individuals to introduce new ideas to the church, and it will allow for better 
ways to mentor new leaders. The three committee chairs listed below will be contacting church 
members to serve on their committees and to assist with special projects for the next year. If you 
are interested in serving on a committee or helping with a project please contact one of the Com-
mittee Chairs below. If you have any questions regarding the governance model or the Board, 
please contact Bill Ingle, Board Moderator. 



All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter 
Gary Beck 
Jeanne Beck 
Doris Boos 
Brian Chittendon 
Joan DeGroot 
Connie Dunn 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Tami Hess 

Leonard Northway 
Alicia Robbins & her baby, Beau 

Jeri Sanburn 
Dan Schultz 

Jennifer Sieck 

Tristan Spangler-Dunning 

Jackie Tate 
Tom & Marilyn Wilson 

To keep our prayer concerns current, names will re-
main on the list for four weeks. At that time names 
will be removed unless you have asked that a name 
remain on the list and give an update on the person’s 
well-being. If a name is removed and you’d like it on 
the list again, contact the church office. Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns With Sympathy 

Home Communion 
 

Our elders are now able to deliver home com-
munion. Contact elder chair, Deb Bracewell at 
515-669-8739 or the church office, if you or 
someone you know would like to receive com-
munion at home. 

 With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the family & friends of:  

 
 

Marjorie Colyn,  
Jim and Dan Schall’s sister,  
who passed away on June 14 

 
Thomas Canney,  
Mike Canney’s son, 

who passed away on June 22 
 

May God’s peace comfort you in the time of your loss. 

Thank you 
Dear Ones, 
Thanks so much for the beautiful birthday cards and 
verbal greetings for my 80th birthday—what a lovely 
surprise! You have each been such a blessing in my life 
all these years. For this I am most grateful. 

—Janice Thomas 

Dear Pastor Katie and RCC, 
Thank you so much for the gift cards for me and Char-
lie. It was such an unexpected honor. I am so grateful to 
be SO BLESSED!  

—Sue Howard 

RCC BOOK GROUP 
On Wednesday, July 28 at 7 pm  the RCC Book Group will meet to discuss Becoming by Michelle Obama. 
 

From Amazon: An intimate, powerful, and inspiring memoir by the former first lady of the United States. 
In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as one of the most iconic and com-
pelling women of our era. As first lady of the United States of America - the first African American to serve in that 
role - she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history while also establishing herself as a 
powerful advocate for women and girls in the US and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that families 
pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband as he led America through some of its most 
harrowing moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised two 
down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare. In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and mesmerizing 
storytelling, Michelle Obama invites listeners into her world, chronicling the experiences that have shaped her - from 
her childhood on the South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of motherhood and 
work to her time spent at the world's most famous address. With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her 
triumphs and her disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived it - in her own words 
and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul 
and substance who has steadily defied expectations - and whose story inspires us to do the same. 
2021 Upcoming Books: August—The Last Anniversary by Liane Moriarty 
 September—The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 
 October—Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 
 November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 
The book group typically meets on the last Wednesday of the month and everyone is welcome. 
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JUNE 2021—COUNCIL SUMMARY  
 

The council met on June 9, 2021 at 7 pm at the church.  
Due to Leonard’s resignation as custodian, Jeff Robbins and Blair Phipps will create a new job description for 
cleaning the church. 
Katie Temple reported we have moved to COVID Phase 4. Summer hours started at the end of May. The elders will 
lead worship on 6/13 while Pastor Katie is on vacation. The annual congregational meeting will be held with wor-
ship on June 27. 
Sheila reported there are currently no summer youth activities planned.  
Lori Clark and Ilene Hays for the personnel committee reported there was a grant to apply for to cover Pastor 
Katie’s maternity leave. They also reported on personnel reviews. 
Tiffany Phillips suggested an Iowa Cubs outing and it was discussed and decided that July 9th (Friday) would be the 
day. Tickets are $9.00/person and Tiffany will post a sign-up sheet. She will call the Cubs office 1 week prior with 
headcount. 
The 2021-2022 ballot was reviewed and approved. The 2021-2022 proposed budget was reviewed and approved. 
 

Pastor Katie’s Report: We had a lot of extra celebrations in worship in May—Graduate Recognition on 
May 16 and Volunteer Appreciation on Pentecost (May 23). In preparation for the annual meeting, I preached stew-
ardship-themed sermons on May 30 and June 6. In the past four weeks we have averaged 36 people worshipping in-
person and 12 households livestreaming online each week (with more viewing after). Most check-ins this month hap-
pened via phone and email, though Covid restrictions are beginning to ease at most hospitals and senior residential facili-
ties. I also led one funeral this month. Over the last month I have worked with the Nominating Committee to help pre-
pare nominations for the 2021-2022 year. I have also been following-up on some remaining work related to the govern-
ance restructure that will go into effect July 1. I have also been working to implement Phase 4 of the Covid Plan, which 
the Covid committee chose to begin on June 6. I will be counseling and co-directing CYF 1 camp June 20-26. I believe 
Runnells Christian Church is sending 6 children, youth, and adults to camp this summer . 
 

Pastor Katie will be on vacation June 7-13 and July 22-29. 
—Submitted by Pam Jordan 


