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LIMITED IN-PERSON AND LIVESTREAMED WORSHIP AT 8 AM AND 10:30 AM 

Please contact the church office or sign-up online  

to reserve seats for In-person Easter worship. 

Or join us on YouTube or Facebook Live for our livestreamed worship. 

News 
The Good 



  
 
Dear RCC, 
 
I am writing this as I prepare for Palm Sunday worship on 
March 28.  You will probably be reading it a few days after—
some time during Holy Week.  I am struck this year how in-
between these early days of Holy Week feel.  We know that 
something is coming, but we haven’t arrived there yet.  In this 
week we will shout “Hosanna!” and then “Crucify him!”  and 
then “He is risen!”  What a rollercoaster! 
 
Debie Thomas is an author I love to read on the website Jour-
ney with Jesus (check it out at the link below!).  She connected 
the rollercoaster of Holy Week to the Covid rollercoaster we 
are all experiencing right now, noting how often she hears 
friends and neighbors say, “There’s light at the end of the tunnel!” and also “I can’t bear it anymore.”  “As 
ever,” she writes, “our lives slide from hope to disappointment, disappointment to hope. On the one hand, 
the light at the end of the tunnel revives and renews us.  On the other hand, it shows us just how bleak and 
dismal the tunnel has been.  In other words, it doesn’t take us human beings long to go from praise to pain.” 
 

But isn’t the power of Holy Week that God rides the rollercoaster with us?  Jesus is a king, but he rides a 
donkey.  He has a crowd gather to cheer for him on the road to Jerusalem, but in the garden every single one 
of his followers will desert him.  He dies, but then he lives again.  His story is one of power and humility…
celebration and betrayal…life and then death and then life again.  And because this is his story, we are as-
sured God knows and understands our stories, too. 
 

The story of Holy Week tells us that throughout the hope and disappointment of this last year, we have not 
been alone.  And so this week we walk the up-and-down road to Jerusalem and to the cross because Jesus 
always walks with us. 
 

 
Holy Week Blessings, 
 
 

Pastor Katie 

 
 
 
You can find Debie Thomas’ March 21, 2021, article “Save Us, We Pray” here: 
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/lectionary-essays/current-essay  

 

 



Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
In 2010 a scholarship fund was established for eligible youth in our congregation 
for higher education.  
  
Applications are now available for the 2021-2022 academic year. Contact the office for an application. 
 
 

Guidelines to Apply for the Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
The high school student must be accepted by an accredited college, university or technical school, with a “C,”  
or 2 point grade average. The student must be enrolled in a course of study leading to an accredited degree, associate or 
undergraduate. 
 
Eligibility for Scholarships: 
1. Be an active member of the Runnells Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ), Runnells, Iowa. 
2. Strive to attend church at least once a month.   
3. Should maintain a minimum of regular attendance, at least once a month, in youth group. (prior to Covid-19) 
4. Consideration for aid will be based upon character and personality, grade point average, and involvement in church 

activities. 
5. Scholarship applications are due by April 30,  2021 for the  2021-2022 academic year. 

Join us for an Easter Egg Scavenger Hunt around town!  
You'll start off at RCC, where you will receive a map of 
Egg Stops. Visit each stop to collect an egg and when 
you're done, come back to RCC for a final treat bag & 
photo op! Families can drive, walk, or ride bikes on the 
Easter Bunny Trail. All children need to be accompanied 
by an adult to participate. Since this is an outdoor event, 
it may be postponed due to weather. 



Thank you to everyone who  
planned, cooked, and served at 
the Fish Fry. And thank you to 

all those who came and  
purchased a meal.  

The profits will be used for  
repairing and/or replacing our 

church sign.  



RCC BOOK GROUP 
On Wednesday, April 28 at 7 pm we will discuss our March and April books: The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Win-
gate and The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom.  
 

From Amazon: At one time, Corrie ten Boom would have laughed at the idea that she had a story to tell. For the first 
50 years of her life, nothing out of the ordinary ever happened to her. She was a spinster watchmaker living content-
edly with her sister and their elderly father in the tiny house over their shop in Haarlem. Their uneventful days, as 
regulated as their own watches, revolved around their abiding love for one another. 
 

But with the Nazi invasion and occupation of Holland, everything changed. Corrie ten Boom and her family became 
leaders in the Dutch underground, hiding Jewish people in their home in a specially built room and aiding their es-
cape from the Nazis. For their pains, all but Corrie found death in a concentration camp. Here is a story aglow with 
the glory of God and the courage of a quiet Christian whose life was transformed by it. 
 

Can’t make it to the April book group, but want to join the fun? Below is our 2021 reading list. Everyone is welcome 
to join —even if you haven't read the book. The book group generally meets the last Wednesday of each month. 
 

May—The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

June—Beach Read by Emily Henry 

July—Becoming by Michelle Obama 

August—The Last Anniversary by Liane Moriarty 

September—The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 

October—Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 

November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 

The preferred method of registration for camp is to  
register and submit your payment share through the  
regional website at:  
https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/summer-camp 
 
Once you have completed your registration you can  
forward your confirmation email to the church office 
and the church will pay their share.  
 
Runnells Christian Church and our CWF will pay 50% 
of one camp each child or youth wish to attend.  

 

the camper pays 50%,  
the church pays 30%  
and CWF pays 20% 

 
Please register for camp by Sunday, April 25. The 
church will then submit their portion of the payment be-
fore the May 1 early registration deadline.  

 
If registering online is not an option for you, you may 
pick up a registration form from the church office and  
return your completed registration and your payment 
share (payable to RCC or Runnells Christian Church) to 
the church office by April 25. 

 
Descriptions of the camps, Covid protocols, a typical 
day, what to bring, and more are available on the Upper 
Midwest Region website listed above. If you have prob-
lems with online registration or payment, please call 641
-792-1266.   
 

 



All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Gary Beck 
Doris Boos 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Ann Hammen’s mother 

Leonard Northway 
Alicia Robbins & her baby, Beau 

Jeri Sanburn 

Jennifer Sieck 

Betsy Simonsen 
Tristan Spangler-Dunning 

Jackie Tate 
Tom Wilson 
 

In an effort to keep our prayer concerns current, 
names will remain on the list for four weeks. At that 
time names will be removed unless you have called 
the office to ask that a name remain on the list and 

give an update on the person’s well-being. If a name 
is removed and you’d like it on the list again, just 
contact the church office. Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns With Sympathy 
  

With Prayers and  
Heartfelt Sympathy 

 
     

Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to the  
family & friends of:  

 
Rick Lawler,   

Lorena Robbins brother 
 

Mason Sieck,  
cousin of  Jeff & Lorena Robbins’ son-in-law  

 
May God’s peace comfort you  

in the time of your loss. 

 
 
 
The upcoming Disciples of Christ of the Upper Midwest Region’s international mission trip will be with Many Hands 
for Haiti. It is scheduled for the end of February 2022. Many Hands for Haiti was started in 2008 and is based in Pella, 
Iowa.  The Haitian compound is located in the greater Pignon region, which is on the north side of the central plateau. 
It is a rural area with a tropical climate. Most of the people are farmers raising sugar cane and conga beans. 
 
This is a note from the Many Hands website: “We want to see long-term sustainable change in the country of Haiti. 
Haiti is a country that has experienced economic turmoil, devastation from natural disasters and government corrup-
tion. The national poverty rate in Haiti is 58.6% and the extreme poverty rate is 24.7%. We are trying to improve Hai-
tians' quality of life by empowering them to create change in their communities.” The programs include a nutrition 
program for children up to age 2, serving meals and distributing food, adult education programs, agricultural training, 
a goat program, building and distributing carts, spiritual support, and a preschool through second grade school. For 
more information, see their website or visit one of the thrift stores that support the mission in Clive and Grimes. 
 
The cost of the trip is between $1800-2,000 which includes airfare. Some funds are available through the Marti Ingle 
mission fund and the Runnells Church. Please prayerfully consider being a part of this life-changing trip. 
 
A medical mission trip will be at the end of September 2021. The group will work at the clinic at Mountain Top Min-
istries. It is the clinic I have been to a number of times. While most volunteers are medical folks, there is a lot of work 
for those who are willing to pitch in and help! There will be translators! The cost of this trip is around $1600 and 
funds are available from the church. Also, an opportunity for a life experience! 
 
I would be glad to talk with anyone who would like more information. 
Katie Temple 
 
 

International Mission News 



 
 

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
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MARCH 2021—COUNCIL SUMMARY  

The council met on March 10th, 2021 at 7 pm in –person and on 
Zoom.  
 

Ash Wednesday Services were held. Devotionals available and on-
line devotions are being sent out. Maundy Thursday will be a virtual 
service available online all day. Good Friday Service will be outside 
at 6:30pm. For Easter: a sunrise service (6:40am) and 2 in-person/on-
line services (8am and 10:30am).  
 

Reminder sent out regarding Easter Lilies and a request was 
sent out for soloists or family groups to sing, to be recorded for East-
er. Limited in-person services start March 21st. 
 

Sue Howard submitted her resignation letter effective March 1, 2021. 
Deb will work to compensate for Sue’s departure.  
 

Pastor Katie suggested a scavenger egg hunt at church members’ 
houses around town. Pastor Katie has reached out to some church 
members to see if they are willing to help.  
 
Pastor Katie, Denise Pfister, and Bill Ingle met and had 2 different 
models to temporarily replace the current council structure. The com-
mittee will make a recommendation in April.  
 
The Council reviewed JoAnn’s regional grant request to purchase 
materials for campers to construct tables and benches for the church 
at the State Fair. The Council voted for RCC to sponsor the grant 
request.  
 
The next meeting will be held Wednesday, April 14 at 7 pm and all 
are welcome to attend.  
         —Submitted by Pam Jordan 


