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WORSHIP AT 10:30 AM 

The Good 
News 

We need pie bakers! 
If you would like to bake a pumpkin, apple, pecan, or 

fruit pie for Pie-in-the-Parking-Lot,  
please contact Denise Pfister. 

Our worship services November 8, 15, & 22 will focus on 
gratitude.  Develop a spiritual practice of gratitude by 

participating in RCC's "30 Days Thankful"  
challenge.  You can read the  

"30 Days Thankful" devotion on RCC's Facebook page 
each day of November or, if you prefer, request a hard 

copy from the church office. 



Dear RCC, 
 
Many of us grew up singing “I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
down in my heart” at church camp, VBS, or Sunday School.  
It’s a classic kid-favorite.  The leader sings “down in my 
heart” and everyone yells “WHERE?!?”  It’s fast and loud, 
enthusiastic and silly.  It’s as joyful as the lyrics suggest. 
 
So I was surprised to discover a different version of that song  
a few years ago.  A band named Page CXVI slows it down 
and puts it in a minor key.  It sounds sad, like it was sung not 
by someone who was joyful but by someone who was longing to be joyful.  In the final bars, a well-known 
Sunday School song turns into a well-known hymn, as the band sings, “it is well, it is well with my soul.”  It 
reminds me that we can have hope and joy--our souls can be well--even when we are singing in a minor key. 
 
This version of the song helped me to understand that joy and happiness are not the same thing.  Happiness is 
loud and silly, but fleeting.  Like opening presents on Christmas morning.  Joy is deeper and more sustained—
it is present not just in good times, but in times of sadness and struggle.  We can find joy when a community 
surrounds a grieving family after tragedy, or a child who has struggled in school walks across the stage at 
graduation, or the pains of labor give way to new life. 
 
I wonder if it is helpful to think of “thankfulness” and “gratitude” in much the same way.  Thankfulness is  
often fleeting and automatic; when someone holds the door open for us or a server hands us the check at a  
restaurant, we say “thank you” without even really thinking about it.  But gratitude doesn’t happen  
automatically.  We experience gratitude only after we have really reflected on something and can appreciate its 
significance or impact on us. 
 

November is a month when we typically focus on thankfulness and the things for which we are thankful tend 
to come to mind automatically:  family and friends, our health, a roof over our heads, food on our tables.  But 
2020 has been a tough year.  Because of the Coronavirus pandemic, some of us have lost loved ones, or do not 
have our health, or will choose not to celebrate the holidays with family and friends this year.  Because of the 
derecho, some of our fellow Iowans still do not have safe roofs over their heads.  Because of the economic 
downturn, some of our neighbors are struggling to put food on their tables.  Thankfulness may not come easy 
this year. 
 
So if thankfulness doesn’t come easy this November, let’s focus on gratitude.  Let’s search a little harder and a 
little deeper for the things we truly appreciate.  Let’s reflect on what has been most significant to us and  
impacted us this year.  Let’s acknowledge that--just like we can find beauty in a minor key and joy in the 
midst of struggle—we can find gratitude in 2020. 
  

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Katie 

 



 RCC Youth Group News 

 
On October 4 the RCC Youth Group went fishing at Basil and Linda Dawson’s pond.  We had beautiful  
weather and the fish were biting!  Thank you to the Dawsons for their hospitality and to Mike Miller for being 
our expert angler.   
 
On October 18 eleven youth attended Pumpkinville and enjoyed the Corn Maze, pumpkin-shopping and eating 
hot dogs, chips & smores. 
 
The youth group will meet on November 1 for service projects and on November 15 for “Pie in the Parking Lot.”  

 
 
 



 

We will continue to collect supplies for indoor recess for Runnells Elementary.  If you cannot drop off 
your donations at church, please contact Sheila Aukes who will pick them up at your home at 
your convenience. Here is the wish list: 

 legos 
 magna tiles/magnetic building activities  
 spirograph drawing kits 
 play cards 
 uno cards 
 beach balls 
 balloons 
 red solo cups 
 puzzles 
 coloring books or activity books with markers + 

crayons + colored pencils 
 pool noodles 

 hot wheels cars 
 speed stack 
 large dice 
 any balls  
 bowling set 
 cones 
 hula hoops 
 colored string for bracelets 
 matching games 
 etch a sketches  
 origami paper and books 
 20 Questions game 

RCC BOOK GROUP  

Our November book selection is Christmas Bells by  
Jennifer Chiaverini. We will meet for discussion  on  
Wednesday, December 3 at 7 p.m. All are welcome to  
join us! Please come to the December book group with  
a book suggestion for 2021.  
So far we have: 
 January 2021—All the Light We Cannot See                      

by Anthony Doerr 
 February 2021—Up Against You                                        

by Frederick Backman 

November Mission News 

International 

Mission News 
Thank you Katie Temple & Seth 

Reeve for sharing your mission trip 

to Nicaragua with us on during wor-

ship on Sunday,  October 18th. 



 
 
 
 
 
All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Gary Beck 
Lisa Bistline 
John Browers 
Theo Bullington 
Diane, Tammy Feeley’s sister, who is hospitalized with colon cancer 

Belva Freeel 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Myrna Hunt 
Mary Kohlhof 
Dale Miller 
Wanda Mitchell 
Jennifer Sieck, Jeff & Lorena Robbins' daughter, 

Betsy Simonsen 
Yvonne Welshhons 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Friends & family of Jeanne Vermie 
Friends & family of Greg Wentland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Home Communion—Due to Covid-19, our 

elders are currently unable to take communion 
to our remote members. Once it is safe again, 
please contact elder chair, Deb Bracewell at 
515-669-8739, if you or someone you know 
would like to receive communion at home. 

The Shores at Pleasant Hill: 
John & Norma Grinstead 
1500 Edgewater Dr, #361 

Pleasant Hill, IA 50327  

Prairie Vista Village 
2785 1st Avenue South 
Altoona, IA 50009 
 

Dorothy Bowers-#231 
Bill Henry—#122 
Doris Miller—#153A 
Nancy Moore—#242 
Laverne Gulling—#217 

In an effort to keep our prayer concerns  
current, names will remain on the list for four weeks.  

At that time names will be removed unless you  
have called the office to ask that a name  

remain on the list and give an update on the  
person’s well-being. Thanks for your help! 

A very heartfelt thanks for the prayers and get 

well cards while I was in the hospital! Things are 

going ok now, and feeling better each day.  

Love, Myrna 

  
With Prayers and  

Heartfelt Sympathy 
 
     

Our prayers & Christian sympathy  
go out to the  

family & friends of:  
 

Lynn Hunt,  
Sherrill Henry’s brother,  

who passed away on October 10, 2020 
 

and 
 

Sherman Lane,  
Shannon Lane-St. Pierre’s father,  

who passed away on October 29, 2020 

 
May God’s peace comfort you  

in the time of your loss. 

Thank you so much for the ways that you hon-

ored Pastor Appreciation Month this year.  Jake 

and I loved our football-watching gift basket (we 

even took some of the snacks on vacation with 

us!) and the gifts for our pets were an especially 

sweet touch.  I also loved receiving notes from so 

many of you throughout the month--they really 

encouraged me in this very, very strange year of 

ministry.  I love being your pastor. 

-Katie  

Thank you 



Pumpkinville 
2020 

The weather didn’t quite cooperate this year, but about 14 adults and 11 youth  
attended Pumpkinville for fun & fellowship.  
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OCTOBER 2020—COUNCIL SUMMARY  
 

The council met on October 14th, 2020 at 7 pm. 
 

Denise Pfister shared that we have several options for 
Christian Education in lieu of in-person classes. 
 

We will continue collecting items for indoor recess at 
Runnells Elementary. 
 

The Covid Ad Hoc committee will meet to discuss how 
to hold worship now that it’s getting colder outside. 
 

Pastor Katie reported that All Saints Sunday is Nov. 1 
and Advent starts Nov. 29th. She also shared she will 
start a new gratitude worship series in November and 
will attend a spiritual retreat Nov. 9-11.  
 

The Harvest Supper is postponed this year, with the 
hopes to hold it in the spring. We will try to hold an ac-
tivity every month: November is parking lot pie and De-
cember an outdoor tree lighting.  
 

Bill Ingle & the property committee are researching a 
new outdoor sign 
 

Next meeting is Nov. 11th, all are welcome to attend. 
                                             
                                                                                                  —Submitted by Pam Jordan 


