
The Good 
News 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF RUNNELLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
APRIL  2019– VOLUME 227 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:15 

WORSHIP 10:30 



 
 

 

In-Between Times 
 
Dear RCC, 
There is an Easter hymn called “Woman, Weep-
ing in the Garden” in our Chalice Hymnal that 
tells the story of Mary arriving at the tomb on 
Easter morning.  The first verse tells of her com-
ing to the garden and finding the stone rolled 
away and Jesus’ body gone.  The second verse 
says: 
 

Woman, waiting in the garden, 

After men have come and gone; 

After angels give their witness, 

Silently you watch the dawn. 

 

I love the words of this verse because they capture the in-between feeling that I feel for most of Holy Week.  Although I try to 
be present in-the-moment, each day of holy week has me looking toward the next.  When we wave palms on Palm Sunday, I’m 
thinking of the palms that may have grown in the garden where Jesus will be arrested in a few days.  When I take communion 
on Maundy Thursday and hear the words “This is my body…this is my blood,” I’m thinking of Christ’ body broken and his 
blood poured out on the cross.  When we raise the cross on the lawn on Good Friday, I am already longing for the joy of  
Easter.  But first I must sit through Saturday and just…wait. 
 

It strikes me that these feelings of waiting and anticipation are so common in our lives, especially this time of year.  Some of 
you who have children about to graduate high school or college have talked about what a struggle these final weeks can be—
your kids are ready to be done, but graduation is not here quite yet.  The sun has finally come out, but the temperatures are still 
cool, the grass is still brown, and the trees are still bare; we can only wait for spring to arrive.  Some of us are anticipating big 
events in our lives or longing for change that just hasn’t quite come, so we sit in-between what has been and what will be. 
 

The stories of Holy Week tell us that God works in in-between times.  While Mary sits in the dark garden, God works on the 
light of dawn.  When the tomb is sealed in death, God works on resurrection.  Our lives, too, reveal that God is at work in  
in-between-times.  With every changing season and closing chapter, God begins something new—new flowers, new  

opportunities, new life. 
 

My prayer is that if you are in an in-between season, the 

stories of Holy Week and the signs of spring will remind 

you that God is working in your life and in our world.  If 

you don’t quite see it yet, join Mary in the garden and 

wait…dawn is coming. 

                                                                                                             Blessings, Pastor Katie 

Pastor Katie Russell 
106 Rolling Prairie Dr., Runnells 

Cell Phone: 515.669.6036   
Email: pastor.krussell@gmail.com 



Brystol Neal 

 was dedicated on  

March 10, 2019 

in the presence of 

Runnells Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

with Her Parents 

Brandon & Courtney neal 

Shop at smile.amazon.com 
Then make your purchases benefit RCC! 

Support Runnells Christian Church at no extra cost when 
you shop at smile.amazon.com. Each time you want to 
shop at Amazon, visit smile.amazon.com.   
This is a website operated by Amazon with all of the 
same products and prices (and your Prime membership 
works here, too!) 
The only difference is that when you shop at this web 
address, the Amazon Smile Foundation will donate  
0.5% of the purchase price to a charity of your choice.  
Just remember to go to smile.amazon.com, designate 
Runnells Christian Church as your charity,  
and shop away! As of February 2019 we have received 
$53.61 from smile.amazon. Thanks for your support. 

Soup and Bread Needed  
for Maundy Thursday  

(April 18) 
RCC will host our joint Maundy Thursday service with 
Altoona Christian Church this year.  This worship service 
begins at 6:30 pm with a light soup supper and time of 
fellowship.   
Our congregation is asked to supply six crockpots of 
soup and six loaves of bread.  If you'd like to bring soup 
or bread to share, please sign up at church or contact the 
church office.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-6143652
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/42-6143652


Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
(Disciples of Christ) 

In 2010 a scholarship fund was established for eligible youth in our congregation for higher education.  
  
Applications are now available in the office for the 2019-2020 academic year. 
 

Guidelines to Apply for the Runnells Christian Church Scholarship Fund 
The high school student must be accepted by an accredited college, university or technical school, with a “C,”  
or 2 point grade average. 
The student must be enrolled in a course of study leading to an accredited degree, associate or undergraduate. 
 
Eligibility for Scholarships: 
1. Be an active member of the Runnells Christian Church, (Disciples of Christ), Runnells, Iowa. 
2. Strive to attend church at least once a month.  
3. Should maintain a minimum of regular attendance, at least once a month, in youth group. 
4. Consideration for aid will be based upon character and personality, grade point average and involvement in 

church activities. 
5. Scholarship applications are due by April 30,  2019 for the  2019-2020 academic year. 

YARN DRIVE for General Assembly 
Some fantastic mission opportunities are in the works for General Assembly 2019!  One of these great 
opportunities will be blanket and lap robe making for nursing homes, for DHS children removed from 
their homes, and for Child Saving Institute in Omaha.   
Volunteers will be knitting, crocheting, and making tie fleece blankets.  

Your help is needed to ensure this mission’s success!  
 The following donations are needed: 

 Size 13 Knitting Needles 

 Size N Crochet Hooks 

 4 Ply Yarn 

 Fleece (1 3/4  yards by at least 42 inches wide) 
 Monetary Donations (to purchase supplies not previously donated) 

 (Please bring your donations to church) 

Do you like to knit and crochet? 
The Upper Midwest abounds in creative and talented individuals.  We are blessed and 
through the work of the Local Missions Committee for General Assembly, we have an      
opportunity to share that blessing! 
Volunteers will be needed throughout the 2019 General Assembly to help host the blanket 
and lap robe making.   
It would be best if our volunteers are able to do one of the following tasks:  
           crochet, knit, or make fleece blankets.  
If you can share your blessing, sign-up for a shift  
at the Upper Midwest General Assembly Volunteer Page: 
https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/general-assembly-2019 

https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/general-assembly-2019


 

 
Example:   

If camp cost is $230.00 
 

Camper pays $115.00 
Church pays $69.00 
CWF pays $46.00 

CAMP REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE is  

Sunday, April 28! 
 
 

A late fee will be assessed by the  
Conference Center  

if received after May 1. 
 

Runnells Christian Church  
and our CWF  

will pay 50% of one camp  
each child or youth wish to attend.  

 
The camper pays 50%,  
the Church pays 30%  
and CWF pays 20%. 

 

 
You may submit your completed  

registration and your payment share  
(payable to RCC or  

Runnells Christian Church)  
to the church office by April 28 

or you may  
register and make your payment  

share online at: 
 

https://www.uppermidwestcc.org/
copy-of-summer-camp-2018 
 

Click on the  
“Register Here for Camp.”  

If you have questions with online 
registration,  

please call 641-792-1266.   
 

Please print the form/receipt  
for the church office. 

Summer Camp Price Guide* 
 

 Before May 1     
 

Grand Camp   $50  
 
Family Camp   $50  
   
Beginner   $110  
 
Junior    $230  
 
Chi Rho (Rustic and Cabin) $230 
 
CYF    $230 
 
Adventure   $230 
 
ADAM Camp   $230 
 
Senior Adult Retreat  $110  
 
Standing Rock Trip  $230 
 
 
Optional Add-ons: 
 
Private Lodge Room  $40 per room (Grand 
Camp and Family Camp only) 
 
Tee Shirts   Between $5 and $15 (Campers should 
plan to pay at camp in our   Camp Store) 
 
*All prices listed are per person.  Adults who 
attend Grand Camp or Family Camp also need 
to register and pay the registration fee. 



 

Our March Noisy Offering of $223.25, 

 will go toward camp fees to help our kids 

go to camp this summer.  

Our Noisy Offering in April will be given 

to Caring Hands Outreach Center. 

Thank you for your support! 

 With Prayers and Heartfelt Sympathy 
 

    Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to  
the family & friends of:  

 

Florence Garland  
(Zach Phillips’ grandma) 

who passed away on March 18 
at the age of 90 

 
Jim Tingle 

who passed away on March 21 
at the age of 87 

All Military Personnel  
 and Veterans 
Jim Adams 
Brenda Bailey 
   (friend of Marti Ingle w/cancer) 
Bill Biddle 
Carolyn Bowers 
Aislinn Brannen 
         (Jane Charls’ daughter) 
Todd Buck 
Barb Cozad  
    (Katie Temple’s sister) 
Jodi and Kelly Dirks family 
Jax Hawxby 
    (Mitchellville student w/cancer) 
Marti Ingle 
Sharon Kline 
Jennifer Lessard 
Malia 
     (Jason Boos’ cousin w/cancer 
Judy Quam 
Doug Redhead 
Harry and Betty Robbins 
Bill Roberts  
         (neighbor of the Bracewells) 

Donny Sanford 
Betsy Simonsen 
Stan Simonsen 
Marilyn Wilson 
   (Tonya Boos’ mother) 
 
Valley View Village: 
Jeanne Vermie 
2555 Guthrie Ave.  
Bldg. C 
Des Moines, IA 50317 

 

 
 
 
 

In an effort to keep our 
prayer concerns current, 

names will remain on the list 
for four weeks. At that time 
names will be removed un-

less you have called the  
office to ask that a name 

remain on the list and give 
an update on the person’s 

well-being.  
Thanks for your help! 

Prayer Concerns 

 

Prairie Vista Village 
2785 1st Avenue South 
Altoona, IA 50009 
 

Dorothy Bowers-#231 
Bill Henry—#122 
Doris Miller—#237 
Nancy Moore—#242 

  Alex Gaudette 
  PO Box 1742  
  Ft. Myer, VA 22211 

Home Communion 
Our elders are taking Communion once a month to those who 
are homebound, in nursing homes or hospital-
ized. If you are not receiving Communion or 

know of someone who would like  
Communion brought to them,  
please contact our elder chair,  
Katie Temple at 515.966.2580. 

Grant Park Church Blessings Card Showers 
Grant Park Church, located in east Des Moines, closed its doors 
in 2006. Runnells Christian Church received the blessings of 
members John and Norma Grinstead, Jeannie Vermie, and 
Fontella Brown. We also were given gifts of the wonderful 
hand bells and a gold cross. 
To help celebrate milestones 
of two who cannot be  
physically with us, we will be 
having card showers for  
Fontella Brown,  
who turns 100 on May 14 
and for Jeannie Verme,  
who turns 99 on May 18.  
Please feel free to share so 
these ladies may be  
showered with cards. 

Jeanne Vermie—May 18 
2555 Guthrie Ave.  
Bldg. C 
Des Moines, IA 50317 

Fontella Brown—May 14 
1308 Guthrie Ave. 
Des Moines, IA 50316 

Runnells Christian Church Family, 
Thank you for the Birthday card & gift card. Thank you for 
remembering me and your continued support. 

Alex Gaudette 



Under the regulations of the  
Hippa Law, hospitals are unable 
to release any patient infor-
mation. This includes contacting 
a church or pastor if someone is 
admitted to the hospital.  
If you or a family member is  
taken to the hospital and would 
like pastoral care, please  
contact the church office  
immediately so that care can 
be provided. 

In order to improve how we communicate with our  
congregation at important times, like worship cancella-
tions or prayer concerns in our church family,  
we purchase ONE CALL NOW.  With One Call Now 
we hope to eliminate miscommunication as everyone 
receives the same message at the same time by either  
text or phone. 

 

Please call the office if you 
are not currently   receiving 
a phone call or text mes-
sage from the church con-
cerning prayer concerns or 
worship time changes or 
weather cancellations.  

 



Thank You for Recycling  
Ink and Toner Cartridges 

Bring your empty cartridges to Church 
or  

drop them off at Staples.  
(Church acct is 515-966-2587  

Runnells Christian Church/Barb) 

If we donate 20 a Month  
the Church will receive  

$480.00 a year for office supplies. 

Puerto Rico Mission Trip  
by Katie Temple 

To assist with the needs of Puerto Rico, twenty-seven peo-
ple from the Disciples of Christ of the Upper Midwest 
went to work and share March 1-8, 2019.  The group was 
divided into 6-7 teams and were driven to our worksites via 
vans each day. We stayed at the Disciples of Christ 
campgrounds, Camp Morton. We did painting, power 
washing, roof sealing, tiling, electrical work, installed     
cabinets and doors, dug trenches, built walls and stair     
railings, worked and shared with the folks of Puerto Rico.  
 
From the Disciples of Christ regional minister:   
“Hurricanes Irma (hit Puerto Rico at the end of August 
2017) and Maria (hit Puerto Rico on September 20, 2017) 
caused catastrophic damage across the island; yet, the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico are resilient and do not need mainland 
Disciples to come and do for them. Instead, they are seek-
ing partners who will come as ambassadors and friends. 
Repair and rebuild work is an important part of the jour-
ney, but so, too, is a commitment to building relationships 
and to learning about life and the church in Puerto Rico so 
that those who are able to make the trip can return and 
share the story with others.” When we visited the regional 
office before we left the country, the regional minister told 
us we have given the Puerto Ricans something they desper-
ately needed, hope. 
 
I will be sharing about the mission trip at worship service on May 19. 
I hope you can come to hear how we helped give hope to 
the people of Puerto Rico. 

 
 
 
 

 

2019 Graduates!   
We are looking for pictures of this 
year’s graduates and Open House in-
formation for our May newsletter.  
Please e-mail a graduation picture to 
runnellscc@msn.com or bring a picture 
to the office and we will scan it.  Thank 
you. 



YOUTH 

 

Spring 2019 Youth Group Schedule  
April 7            5:30-7:30 pm     Youth Sunday prep & games 
April 28           11:30-1:30 pm    Youth Sunday prep & games 
May 5                                                                                10:30am                                            Youth Sunday 

Want to provide a meal for youth group? 
Each month the youth groups share a meal together. We have been blessed to have church 
members provide these meals. We’ve had pasta, beef burgers, tacos,  
enchiladas, pizza, soup and sandwiches...whatever your family eats you can fix for the youth 
group. You can provide the meal yourself or get together with a friend. We serve approxi-
mately 20 people at each gathering.  

Please contact Lynn Phipps 515-419-3010. Meals are needed for the following times: 
April 7      dinner at 5:30 
April 28     lunch at 11:30 

At RCC we have two youth groups: Chi Rho and CYF.  
 
Chi Rho is for youth in grades 6-8th. The adult leaders for  
Chi Rho are: Pastor Katie, Sheila Aukes, Mike Miller.  
CYF is for youth in grades 9-12. The leaders for CYF are: 
Denise Pfister and Mike and Deb Bracewell.  
Kristin Danley-Greiner will be helping as needed with both groups.  
Both groups generally meet on the first and third Sunday,  
September through April (see schedule for exceptions.) Generally we begin  
each meeting by sharing a meal. Church members can contact  
Lynn Phipps via text at 515-419-3010 to assist with a meal. 

2019 RCC Youth Groups 

Thank you to everyone who is consistent in their giving and make up when they have  
to miss a Sunday at Church because of bad weather or (finally) good weather.  

Please think and pray about your giving habits.       The Finance Team 



Sunday, March 24,  
Jason and Tonya Boos  

made their confession of faith and 
transferred their membership to  

Runnells Christian Church.  
 

We are so happy to welcome  
Jason, Tonya,  

Jaisa and Jacobe  
as members of our  

church family! 

Sunday, March 31, Suzanne Morecock and Zach and Sarah Robinson  
made their confessions of faith and transferred their membership to Runnells Christian Church.  

 
We are so happy to welcome  

Suzanne, Zach, Sarah,  Peyton, Mary, and George as members of our church family! 



In worship on March 31 RCC  

worked on a service project for 

Unity Point Hospice. We filled 

bags for those who volunteer to 

sit with hospice patients, mani-

cure bags for hospice patients 

and sunshine bags for hospice 

families. Thanks for everyone’s 

donations and help. 



 
 

       (U. S. Post Office requires P.O. Box 30 on all church mail.) 

MARCH 2019 
COUNCIL SUMMARY  

 

The council met on Wednesday,  
March 13 at 7:00pm. The baptism 
class is meeting with Pastor Katie on 
Sunday mornings. We will  need  
volunteers to be VBS leaders, please 
consider volunteering. We will have 
an RCC outing at the Iowa Cubs 
June 9 on a Sunday afternoon.  The 
property committee is getting bids to 
put gravel in both parking lots as 
soon as possible. There will be a 
Fish Fry on June 22nd, proceeds will 
help pay for the gravel parking lots. 
Youth Sunday is moved to May 5th. 
Pastor Katie is holding a Lenten  
Bible study on Monday evenings. 
Next Council Meeting is April 10th 
at 7:00 p.m.  
All our welcome to attend the coun-

cil meetings. 

 

                                                            Submitted by    Deb Bracewell  

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
309 Brown Street 
P.O. Box 30 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@msn.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell—515-669-6036 
Council Chair: Deb Bracewell 
Church Secretaries:   
Barb Miller/Sue Howard/Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian: Leonard Northway  
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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