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Dear RCC, 
 
Many months ago, several of you read Barbara Brown Taylor’s book  Holy Envy 
with me. Through her experience of teaching world religion courses at a small 
college, Barbara Brown Taylor—an Episcopal priest—developed “holy envy.”  
Holy envy, she says, is the experience of “envying” something about another 
faith tradition but allowing that envy to provide “the chance to be born again 
within my own tradition.”1 In other words, Barbara Brown Taylor discovered that 
learning about other faiths could strengthen and improve her own. 
 
Not long after we finished the book, I experienced holy envy for myself when I was listening to a podcast that includ-
ed audio of a Jewish family’s Passover Seder. During the meal, the family sang “Dayenu,” a song which recounts 
many of the events of the Exodus story. The song is sung in Hebrew and has many stanzas, but here are a few of them 
translated into English: 

If he had supplied our needs in the desert for forty years, and had not fed us the manna 
Dayenu, it would have been enough! 

If he had fed us the manna and had not given us the Shabbat [Sabbath] 
Dayenu, it would have been enough! 

If he had given us the Shabbat and had not brought us before Mount Sinai 
Dayenu, it would have been enough!2 

 
Time and time again, the song repeats the line “it would have been enough,” but in the next stanza tells how God did 
even more for God’s people. What I understood the song to convey was recognition that God always adequately met 
their needs, but also appreciation that God often went above and beyond adequacy to abundance. 
 
I was so touched by the song that I was brought to tears! The “holy envy” I felt was a desire to practice gratitude 
more regularly and authentically in my life.  I stop to recognize feelings of gratitude and to pray prayers of thanksgiv-
ing often in times of abundance, when a blessing is too big to ignore.  A narrow miss of a car accident? Thank you, 
God! A mountain of gifts from a church baby shower?  Thank you, God!  But what I desire is a faith that also ex-
presses gratitude for sufficiency, a faith that in small, normal, everyday moments also prays: “Thank, you God--this is 
enough.” 
 
This seems particularly important this year, as the news stations are already running stories telling us that supply 
chain issues will impact our holiday season. They are full of tips and tricks for making sure you get all the gifts you 
want under your tree and all the food you can fit on your holiday tables. But as we flip our calendars to November 
and begin to think about Thanksgiving, perhaps this year our gratitude should not be focused so much on abun-
dance—the large family gatherings, the overflowing tables—and, instead, on simply being thankful that we have 
enough. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Katie 
 
1Brown Taylor, Barbara. Holy Envy.  HarperCollins, 2019. 
2https://www.haggadot.com/clip/dayenu-english-hebrew-and-transliteration 

Pastor Katie's Parental Leave will begin this month. We are pleased to share that Rev. Tim Diebel will preach at RCC 
during the eight weeks she is out of the pulpit.  Pastor Tim will also be available to lead any funerals that may arise 
while she is away.  During her leave the Elders will cover pastoral care and visits; if you have a prayer concern or 
need while Pastor Katie is away, please contact your Elder. We are strongly encouraging all of our members to have a 
current copy of the church directory before Pastor Katie's leave begins. You can get the always-up-to-date version as 
an app for your smartphone or you can request a printed copy from the church office. Any questions about Pastor 
Katie's parental leave can be directed to Bill Ingle (Board Moderator) or Jack Merkle (Chair of Stewardship of Re-
sources Committee). 

Pastor Katie’s Maternity Leave 



The RCC Youth Group is for students in grades 6-12 and its primary focus is to offer service and fellowship 
opportunities for our church's teenagers.  This year's Youth Leaders are Sheila Aukes, Jake Hainline, and 
Pastor Katie.  Jake and Pastor Katie will step away for a few months when their daughter is born and a few 
other adults in the congregation will step in to take their place. The schedule is planned through the end of 
the year and we would love to have all the RCC youth join us.   
 
Please put these dates on your calendars: 
Nov 7 (11:45 - 1:30 pm) - Activity at Church or in Runnells 
Nov 21 (11:45 - 1:30 pm) - Activity at Church or in Runnells 
Dec 5 (11:45 am - 2:00 pm)  – Christmas Shopping in Altoona for Families in Need 
Dec 19 (11:45 am - 1:30 pm) – Christmas Party at Church 
 
As always, RCC youth are welcome to bring friends to any youth group activity. We are still looking for 
volunteers to provide lunch for youth group meeting on December 19th. For more information on any youth 
activities please contact Sheila Aukes at 515-707-7590. 

Youth Fishing at Dawsons’ Pond  
October 3, 2021 



He’s an easily recognizable church member, sporting cargo shorts in the 
dead of winter. His loud laugh is infectious, his smile radiant, his  
personality jovial with a heart of gold. He’s Mike Miller, also known as  
the exuberant choir director and behind-the-scenes sound guy. Other  
volunteer positions Mike has held in the past 20 or so years he’s  
dedicated to Runnells Christian Church include serving as elder and a 
youth group leader. He’s also pitched in and helped wherever needed. 
 
Mike began attending Runnells Christian Church as a youth in the  
mid-70s, then moved out of the area in the 1990s to attend college and 
spread his wings. He returned to his religious roots in early 2000, at-

tending church again 
with his parents Bob and 
Barb Miller. 
 
The “funny man” who’s 
always cracking jokes 
shared that he loves  
volunteering for various 
reasons. 
 
“It gives a sense of belonging to something bigger than yourself and 
the sense of accomplishment when this big family all pulls in the same 
direction,” Miller said. 
 

Married to the very patient Angie, the couple is parents to daughter 
Sarah who attends the University of Northern Iowa. In his free time, 
Miller loves to hunt, fish, target shoot, sit around a bonfire and spend 
time with family and friends. He’s been known to go ice fishing in 

those aforementioned cargo 
shorts, too. 
 
When asked what his favorite 
scripture is, Mike responded 
that he has many; it just  
depends upon what he’s  
needing scriptural support for. 
Not surprising, one of his  
favorite rituals at church is 
when the choir sings. 
 
Anyone interested in  
volunteering should take the plunge, Mike said. “Start small if you feel  
hesitant, but join in and do stuff. Doing something will make you feel better 
than doing nothing,” he said. 
 



Community Engagement 

International Missions Local Missions 

Church Sign Update 
For quite some time we've been experiencing the deteriorating workability of the church sign. We thought 
we would start a fund to make repairs to the existing unit. But after research, we are thinking the price of 
these repairs might not be a good investment, especially if we experience other age-related deterioration. In 
speculation that we may have to purchase a new sign, we acquired three or four estimates from local area 
sign companies. All estimates were comparable to purchase a digital sign about the same size as the existing 
sign,  at a cost of around $24,000. Of course we had sticker shock! We do believe we could decrease the size 
and get that price down in the $18-20,000 range. All companies thought this new product would serve us for 
at least 10 years. In our attempt to include the community in many of our activities, a sign capable of keeping 
everyone updated and informed would seem to send a welcoming message. We currently have $3,221 in the 
fund we established. Your input would be greatly appreciated.                —Bill Ingle, Board Moderator 

Haiti Medical Mission Trip 2021 
 Haiti is a country in desperate need. Years of corruption, inflation, food 
and water shortages, lawlessness, and natural disasters have steadily 
worsened the lives of the people of the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere. There is no simple solution, but with the assurances of the 
safety at Mountain Top Ministries by Willem Charles, director and 
founder, thirteen team members made the trip to Haiti September 26, re-
turning October 3. The team consisted of 2 doctors, 1 physical therapist, 
1 nurse practitioner, 4 nurses, and 5 others. The clinic is an established 
building with examination areas and a pharmacy. We ran 5 stations, each 
with a Haitian translator. Patients were seen Monday through Saturday. 
A total of 997 patients were seen! There was a wide variety of medical 
issues, some similar to what might be seen here, such as diabetes, high 
blood pressure, prenatal checkups, baby checkups, wound infections, and 
acid reflux to things more tropical, like fungal infections, scabies and 
intestinal parasites. The medical care at Mountain Top was disrupted in 
August as the medical team had to be cancelled after the assassination of 
the Haitian president. Many of the folks we saw were in dire need. The 
people were extremely grateful. I plan to share about the trip during wor-
ship on November 21. From the people of Haiti, mesi, thank you and 
bondye beni ou, God bless you. —Katie Temple 

November Noisy Offering 
 
The children are collecting the noisy 
offering each week during worship so 
don’t forget to bring your loose change 
for the Noisy Offering.  
 
The November Noisy Offering will be 
collected for Heifer International. 
 
Please direct all questions to  
Sheila Aukes 515-707-7590. 
 
Thanks to your donations,  
we collected  
$65.83 for the  
Runnells  
3G Food Pantry. 

Poinsettia Order Form 
In order to decorate our church for Christmas, we are offering the opportunity to order a poinsettia.  
Poinsettias may be dedicated in memory of a loved one or in honor of a living person.   
You are welcome to take your poinsettia home after worship on Christmas Eve. 
 

Last day to Order is Sunday, December 12 
 

6 ½” Poinsettia   # ___ @ $8.00              Total   $ _____________ 
 
Ordered by: ________________________________ 
 
In Memory of :_____________________________________________________________ 
 
In Honor of: ________________________________________________________________ 

Checks payable to Runnells Christian Church or RCC with Poinsettia written in the memo area. 
Along with your check, orders may be left in the church office or placed in the collection plate. 



All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter 
Gary Beck 
Doris Boos 
Don Danley 
Joan DeGroot 
Connie Dunn 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Tami Hess 
Tom Mahedy, Tammy Feeley’s brother-in-law 
Kathy McKelvey,  Tammy Feeley’s friend 
Leonard Northway 
Jeri Sanburn 
Jennifer Sieck 
Jackie Tate 
Tom & Marilyn Wilson 

To keep our prayer concerns current, names 
will remain on the list for four weeks. At 
that time names will be removed unless you 
have asked that a name remain on the list 
and give an update on the person’s well-
being. If a name is removed and you’d like 
it on the list again, contact the church of-
fice. Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns Thank you 

Home Communion 
 

Our elders are now able to deliver home 
communion. Contact elder chair, Deb  
Bracewell at 515-669-8739 or the 
church office, if you or someone you 
know would like to receive communion 
at home. 

RCC BOOK GROUP 
Wed., December  1 at 7 pm, the RCC Book Group will meet to discuss Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak. 
 

From Amazon: A family can’t escape their secrets when they’re forced to spend a week in quarantine in this 
“sharply funny” (People) novel—an Indie Next and #1 Library Reads Pick! It' s Chr istmas, and for  the fir st 
time in years the entire Birch family will be under one roof. Even Emma and Andrew's elder daughter—who is usual-
ly off saving the world—will be joining them at Weyfield Hall. But Olivia, a doctor, is only coming 
home because she has to. She's just returned from treating an epidemic abroad and has been told she 
must stay in quarantine for a week...and so too should her family. For the next seven days, the Birches 
are locked down, cut off from the rest of humanity, and forced into each other's orbits. Younger, una-
bashedly frivolous daughter Phoebe is fixated on her upcoming wedding, while Olivia deals with the 
culture shock of first-world problems. As Andrew sequesters himself in his study writing scathing res-
taurant reviews and remembering his glory days as a war correspondent, Emma hides a secret that will 
turn the whole family upside down. In close proximity, not much can stay hidden for long, and as reve-
lations and long-held tensions come to light, nothing is more shocking than the unexpected guest who's 
about to arrive....  

Thank you for the $750 donation from the church budget for in-
ternational missions. This paid for my plane ticket! Know that a 
part of Runnells Christian Church is always with me when I go 
on a mission trip. Your money and prayers were well spent in 
Haiti. Mesi (thank you)!                                     —Katie Temple 

  
Runnells Christian Church friends, 
Your flower arrangement was one of our favorites, and helped 
brighten our day. Thank you so much for caring about Walt and 
our family.                                                 —The Grimes Family 
 
Dear RCC, 
Thank you so much for the Pastor Appreciation Month gift! Jake 
and I have plans to use it to get a few final things we need for our 
baby's arrival. While October is Pastor Appreciation month, it's 
also an opportunity for me to reflect on how much I appreciate 
you. Being part of RCC is a blessing for both my family and my 
ministry. Thank you for giving me the privilege of serving as 
your pastor.                                                             —Pastor Katie 

 CHRISTMAS OUTREACH AUCTION! 
 

 

The Christmas Outreach Auction is Sunday, December 5.  We count on the generosity of all our 
members to donate craft items, baked goods, coupons for services and from businesses. Then we 
count on your generosity and concern for those in need to come and bid on items.  All the pro-
ceeds from this auction are used to help people in need in our  local area. Our goal is to raise at least $5000 to help 
those in our community that need a helping hand. It takes the work of many to ask for donations or donate hand crafted 
items. Questions or items to donate?  Please contact Katie Temple at 515-975-7125. Come join the fun!                                                                                                    



We hope you will plan to join us as we prepare both the inside and outside of the church for the  
Advent Season.  
Indoor Hanging of the Greens 

 Volunteers are needed to help pre-decorate the church on Saturday, November 27 at 9 am.  If 
interested in helping, please contact Denise Pfister (515-250-2649) or Jill Simonsen (515-494-
1741).  

 

 We will hold our traditional Indoor Hanging of the Greens during worship on November 28 at 
10:30 am. 

 
Outdoor Christmas Activities and Christmas Tree Lighting Service 

 We will be adding an outdoor Christmas Market this year, that will include crafts for kids, a 
bake sale, a craft sale, and a hot chocolate and coffee bar. We will have Christmas caroling and 
we are anticipating a visit from Mr. and Mrs. Claus.  

 

 Volunteers are needed to work in the Christmas Market and to assist with the outdoor Christ-
mas activities.  

 
 Baked goods and crafts are needed for the outdoor market. We need a variety of  Christmas 

cookies and candies for the bake sales. We will be assembling cookie plates for the bake sale, 
so please bring 1-2 dozen of your favorite holiday cookies or candy. If you can participate, 
please sign up in the narthex or contact the church office. Any baked goods and crafts are wel-
comed, please bring items to the church by 11:30 am on Sunday, Nov. 28th.  



Baby Shower for 
Pastor Katie & Jake  
October 10, 2021 



First Annual Chili Cook-off and Apple Dessert Bake-off  

Congratulations to the winners! 

Category Chili Apple Dessert 

MOST UNIIQUE Mary Beth Martin with her chili with sour cream Ilene Hays with her apple coffee cake, 

BEST TRADITIONAL Tyler Ingle with his traditional chili with steak Vania Boland with her smith apple pie with granny smith 

BEST PRESENTATION Tyler Ingle with his traditional chili with steak Mary Beth Martin with her Apple Crisp with Caramel 

MOST CREATIVE Mike Miller with his deer sausage chili Susan Martin and her Apple Dump Cake 



Pumpkinville 

Oct 17, 2021 



Volunteers are Needed For Children's Church  
 

Adult volunteers are needed to lead Children’s Church. After the kinder-
garten through 5th graders have collected the Noisy Offering, you will 
take the kids downstairs to the fellowship hall for Children’s Church. 
You will get the lesson plan the week you teach and everything you need 
will be set up at church, including the supplies you need. Each week you 
will be reading the scripture and teach a lesson through science, baking, 
acting, or crafts. To volunteer contact Tammy Gaudette or the church 
office. Please direct all questions to Tammy Gaudette 515-707-3715. 

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline 
Board Moderator: Bill Ingle  
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian:  Ann Hammen 
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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Looking ahead to December… 

 
 

 Dec 5—Youth Group 11:45am, 
Christmas Shopping 

 
 Dec 5—Outreach Auction  
 
 Dec 19—Christmas Sunday 
 
 Dec 19—Adult Choir Sings  

during worship 
 
 Dec 19—Youth Group 11:45am, 

Christmas Party 
 
 Dec 24—Christmas Eve          

Services 5:30pm and 10:00pm 
(only the 5:30pm service will be 
livestreamed) 


