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WORSHIP ONLINE AT 10:30 AM 

News 

Worship at RCC will continue online until further notice. Please watch your email for the Zoom link.  

The Good 



  
 
Dear RCC, 
 
Every year the scripture assigned to be read on the first 
Sunday of Lent is the story of Jesus’ time in the wilder-
ness.  Some years we read this story in Mark, some 
years in Luke, and some years in Matthew.  The Gospel 
accounts differ in how they tell the story, but they all 
agree that Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days and 
was tempted by Satan there.  When he emerges from the 
wilderness, he is ready to begin his ministry on earth. 
 
And this is where we begin Lent every single year. 
 
The wilderness is essential to this holy season. 
 
It is so essential that we try to recreate Jesus’ wilderness experience for ourselves.  Our  
season of Lent lasts 40 days, the same number of days Jesus was in the wilderness.  Often 
we practice “giving something up” for Lent—a bad habit or a favorite treat—to try to share 
in the fast that Jesus observed.    We commit ourselves to extra devotions, extra prayer, extra 
worship services with the hope that we will emerge from the Lenten wilderness prepared for 
whatever God calls us to next—just like Jesus. 
 
This Lenten season, our worship services will focus on the wilderness and how it shapes, 
changes, and prepares us for a life with God.  Our congregation has worked together to  
create a Lenten devotional called “Our Time in the Wilderness,” reflecting on the year we 
have spent trying to live faithfully as we wandered through the Coronavirus pandemic; it 
will testify to the ways that God’s spirit led us, even when we were in unfamiliar territory.  
You will be invited to think of the wilderness as an in-between place, a place of hunger and 
temptation and struggle, but also a place of beauty and wonder and discovery. 
 
Through our collective worship and devotional, and through your time of individual fasting 
and prayer, I hope you will discover that the wilderness has much to teach us.  Perhaps, most 
importantly, that we never travel a wilderness journey alone. 
 
Lenten blessings, 

 

Pastor Katie 



 

RCC Youth Group News 
 

Upcoming Youth Events 
Feb 27—9-11am  The RCC Youth Group will package 
meals at Meals from the Heartland on Saturday, February 27 
from 9 to 11 am. Please contact the church office if you are 
able to volunteer as we will need an accurate headcount. 

RCC BOOK GROUP 
 
Our February book selection is Us Against Y ou by Fredrik Backman. We will meet to discuss this book via Zoom on 
Wednesday,  February 24 at 7 pm.  
 

From Amazon: Have you ever seen a town fall? Ours did. Have you ever seen a town rise? Ours did that, too. 
 

A small community tucked deep in the forest, Beartown is home to tough, hardworking people who don’t expect life 
to be easy or fair. No matter how difficult times get, they’ve always been able to take pride in their local ice hockey 
team. So it’s a cruel blow when they hear that Beartown ice hockey might soon be disbanded. What makes it worse is 
the obvious satisfaction that all the former Beartown players, who now play for a rival team in the neighboring town 
of Hed, take in that fact. As the tension mounts between the two adversaries, a newcomer arrives who gives Beartown 
hockey a surprising new coach and a chance at a comeback. 
 

Soon a team starts to take shape around Amat, the fastest player you’ll ever see; Benji, the intense lone wolf; always 
dutiful and eager-to-please Bobo; and Vidar, a born-to-be-bad troublemaker. But bringing this team together proves 
to be a challenge as old bonds are broken, new ones are formed, and the town’s enmity with Hed grows more and 
more acute. 
 

As the big game approaches, the not-so-innocent pranks and incidents between 
the communities pile up and their mutual contempt intensifies. By the time the 
last goal is scored, a resident of Beartown will be dead, and the people of both 
towns will be forced to wonder if, after everything, the game they love can ever 
return to something as simple and innocent as a field of ice, two nets, and two 
teams. Us against you.  
  
Can’t make it to the February book group, but want to join the fun? Below is 
our 2021 reading list. Everyone is welcome to join —even if you haven't read 
the book. The book group meets the last Wednesday of each month. 
 

March—The Book of Lost Friends by Lisa Wingate  

April—The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom 

May—The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 

June—Beach Read by Emily Henry 

July—Becoming by Michelle Obama 

August—The Last Anniversary by Liane Moriarty 

September—The Vanishing Half by Brit Bennett 

October—Daisy Fay and the Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 

November—Seven Days of Us by Francesca Hornak 



Ash Wednesday 2021 
A Self-Guided Worship Experience 

 
Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent on February 17.  This 
year you are invited to come to Runnells Christian Church  
between 3:30-7:30 pm for a self-guided worship  
experience.  Prayer stations will be set up around the sanctuary 
with scripture readings, reflections, and activities to accompany 
each, including the option to impose ashes upon yourself.   
Worship with prayer stations will allow you to go at your own 

pace, but moving through all the stations should take about 15 minutes.  A volunteer will be there to offer  
instructions, answer questions, and limit the number of people inside the sanctuary (if necessary).  Masks are required 
inside the church building and participants are asked to maintain safe distance between themselves and other  
worshippers. Please enter through the main sanctuary doors located on the north side of the church. 

Easter Lily orders  
Return this form with cash or a check  payable to RCC for $9.00 per lily by Sunday, March 21!  
(You may pick up your lily after worship on April 4.) 
 
#___________ Lily / Lilies at $9.00 each.   
 
Name:__________________________________________________Phone:_________________ 
 
I would like to dedicate this Lily(s)  
 
  in MEMORY of:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
  in HONOR of:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Lily dedications will be listed in the April newsletter.  
Lilies purchased will decorate the sanctuary on Easter morning. 

Please return your order form and payment to the Church Office. Thank you! 

Lenten Devotionals 2021 
Lenten Devotionals will be distributed in a couple of ways this year.  
 You can subscribe and receive a daily devotion, each day, via 
email—watch the weekly email for instructions on how to subscribe.  
 You can pick up a devotional booklet from the church beginning 
Monday, February 15th.  
 You can pick up a devotional booklet when you come to church on 
Feb 17th for the self-guided Ash Wednesday worship experience. 
 You may contact the church to have your copy mailed or delivered 
to your home.  
For pick up at the church, the devotionals will be in a plastic container 
outside the front (north) doors. 
Thank you to everyone who helped to create the 2021 Lenten Devotion-
al Booklet. If you have any questions, contact Deb in the church office.  



 

 
 
 
 
All Military Personnel and Veterans 
John & Norma Grinstead 

Katie Temple's cousin, Stephanie 

Mary Kohlhof 
Marilyn Mills 

Leonard Northway 

Jeri Sanburn 

Jennifer Sieck 

Betsy Simonsen 

Jackie Tate Home Communion 
Due to Covid-19, our elders are  
currently unable to take commun-
ion to our remote members. Once 
it is safe again, please contact 
elder chair, Deb Bracewell at 515
-669-8739 or the church office, if 
you or someone you know would like to receive  
communion at home. 

In an effort to keep our prayer concerns  
current, names will remain on the list for four weeks. At 
that time names will be removed unless you have called 
the office to ask that a name remain on the list and give 
an update on the person’s well-being. If a name is re-

moved and you’d like it on the list again, just contact the 
church office. Thanks for your help! 

Thank you 

RCC Council, 
Thank you so much for your generous gift at 
Christmas.  How blessed I am to have this 
church family.  
—Sue Howard 

With Sympathy 

 
With Prayers and  

Heartfelt Sympathy 
 
     

Our prayers & Christian sympathy go out to the  
family & friends of:  

 

 
Sue Kurtz,  

Jodi Dirks’ mother,  
who passed away on January 7, 2021 

 
May God’s peace comfort you  

in the time of your loss. 

Runnells Christian Church Congregation, 
I am so blessed to have grown up with such a 
wonderful church family. Greg and I cannot 
thank you all enough for the gas gift card and the 
continued prayers. We felt the strong power of 
prayer, and it is great appreciated. Wishing you 
all a safe, happy and healthy New Year! 
With Love, 
Jen, Greg, and Jace Sieck 



RUNNELLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH  
COVID-19 PLANNING TEAM UPDATE  

 

In January the Covid Committee revised RCC's Covid guidelines and decided to move into Phase 2. Worship will  
remain online at this time, but some small groups will be permitted to meet inside.  You can read those guidelines on 
the chart below. 
 
Also, people aged 65 or older are now eligible to receive the Covid-19 vaccine, though appointments have been  
difficult to secure.  If you meet the eligibility requirements and wish to receive the vaccine but need help trying to  
secure an appointment online, contact Pastor Katie or Deb Bracewell. 
 
The committee will continue to meet to establish guidelines for church use and activity in each phase and will  
publicize these when finalized.  If you have questions, you can direct them to Pastor Katie or a member of the Covid 
Planning Committee (Tammy Gaudette, Bill Ingle, Deb Bracewell, Sheila Aukes, Denise Pfister, & Katie Temple). 

THANK YOU! 
Through your donations 
of cans & bottles, and 
Bob Miller’s generous 
donation of his time, his 
truck, and his trailer, the 
RCC youth received 
$2,178.50 from cans & 
bottles in 2020. 



Outreach Auction  
Ice Fishing Experience  

 
From Mike Miller: Big shout 

out to Lance Northway for 

use of his pond and Recycled 

Fish for the sponsorship of the 

day. Great time fishing with 

Scott and John Merkle. 



 
 

Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail..com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline—515-669-6036 
Council Chair: Tammy Gaudette 
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Church Admin: Sue Howard 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian: Leonard Northway  
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 
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JANUARY 2021—COUNCIL SUMMARY  

The council met on January 13th, 2020 at 7 pm on Zoom.  

Jill Simonsen, Katie Temple, and Pastor Katie are meeting on 
1/19 to discuss Ash Wednesday, Lenten, and Easter. Lenten 
Devotional sign-up sheet was posted on Facebook. 
 

Sheila Aukes—Youth will be packing meals for Meals for 
the Heartland observing Covid social distancing protocol. 
Sledding activity to be planned weather permitting.  
 

Bill is exploring more options for sign.  
 

Pastor Katie mentioned that there is still fish in the freezer 
that did not get used and suggested a Lenten fish fry some 
time in March, weather permitting. 
 

Financial Review needs to be completed.  
 

Pastor Katie suggested to wait on holding baptism classes 
until after Covid. Possibly fall 2021 or spring 2022. 
 

Planning for Vacation Bible School will start after Easter. 
 

Tammy Gaudette mentioned that current format for Church 
Council is not functioning well and suggested a committee be 
formed in January and have the committee present ideas at 
the March council meeting. If the council agrees to try a new 
format, a vote to suspend the by-laws would take place and 
the new Council format would be in place for one year and re
-evaluated in July 2022. The committee will consist of Bill 
Ingle, Pastor Katie, and Denise Pfister.  
 

Next meeting is Feb. 10th, all are welcome to attend.                                                                

         —Submitted by Pam Jordan 


