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Dear RCC, 
 
Last month when I returned from vacation, I read an article written by a 
pastor and church consultant named Carey Nieuwof.  The title was “The 
New Characteristics of Churches that will be in Decline Five Years 
from Now.”  I shared it on my personal Facebook page and had really 
good conversations with some of our church leaders about its content.  
I’d encourage you to look the article up online and read it for yourself. 
 
I didn’t agree with every point Nieuwof made, but there were some 
great insights into how the Covid-19 pandemic has likely changed 
church life forever.  He wrote, “In the midst of all this uncertainty, 
you’re making decisions that will shape the future.  We all are.” 
 
As we move into August at Runnells Christian Church, we will start making plans for the fall.  I imagine this will 
look a lot more “normal” than it did last year; we are hopeful for the return of Sunday School, youth group, fall 
fellowship events like Pumpkinville, and maybe even the Harvest Supper.  We are all looking forward to this, say-
ing how much we want to “go back to normal.”1 
 
But I encourage us to not only go back, but to also push forward.  There were things that our church was forced to 
learn to do during the pandemic that will be crucial to keeping us relevant and connected to our community in the 
future—things like our online ministry through livestreaming worship services, for example.  There were also 
things that were simply spiritually fruitful; I imagine we have all done more Bible study at home and had more 
faith-based conversations with our families in the last year, simply because those conversations weren’t happening 
inside the church building.  Taking church outside of the building for awhile made our faith more visible and rele-
vant in our day-to-day lives.  These things pushed our church community to grow in new ways and we would be 
wise to carry them forward with us. 
 
Because what we do right now—what we choose from our past to resume and what we choose from the year of 
Covid to continue—will shape the future of Runnells Christian Church.  It will determine whether RCC exists only 
for those of us who share in its life right now, or if it will also exist for those who want to share in its life 50 years 
from now. 
 
Let’s make decisions and build ministries that positively shape the kind of future we want and the kind of future 
that God is calling us to! 
 
Blessings, 
 
 
Pastor Katie 
 
 
 
1Carey Nieuwof, “The New Characteristics of Churches that will be in Decline Five Years from Now,” https://careynieuwhof.com/the-
new-characteristics-of-churches-that-will-be-in-decline-five-years-from-now/?fbclid=IwAR1_m1X_zjkT0AioU4X55Qv-
jXo1Nmba5oiBRKdrg7TjgN82wGgobk2C_g0.  
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All Military Personnel and Veterans 
Aislinn, Jane Charls’ daughter 
Gary Beck 
Jeanne Beck 
Doris Boos 
Jason Boos 
Brian Chittendon 
Joan DeGroot 
Connie Dunn 
John & Norma Grinstead 
Tami Hess 

Leonard Northway 
Alicia Robbins & her baby, Beau 

Jeri Sanburn 
Jennifer Sieck 

Jackie Tate 
Tom & Marilyn Wilson 

To keep our prayer concerns current, names will re-
main on the list for four weeks. At that time names 
will be removed unless you have asked that a name 
remain on the list and give an update on the person’s 
well-being. If a name is removed and you’d like it on 
the list again, contact the church office. Thank you! 

Prayer Concerns 

Home Communion 
 

Our elders are now able to deliver 
home communion. Contact elder 
chair, Deb Bracewell at 515-669-
8739 or the church office, if you or 
someone you know would like to 
receive communion at home. 

Thank you 
Dear Runnells Christian Church, 
Thank you for choosing me, among others, for this 
scholarship. I know I don’t come to every service, but I 
really enjoy every (most) sermons during service. This 
money will really aid me in my journey through Christ 
and my future.  
Thanks again,  
Jacob Martin 

RCC BOOK GROUP 
On Wednesday, August 25 at 7 pm  the RCC Book 
Group will meet to discuss The Last Anniversary by  
Liane Moriarty. 
 

From Amazon: From Liane Moriarty, author of the #1 New 
York Times bestsellers Big Little Lies and Nine Perfect 
Strangers, comes an unforgettable novel defined by her signa-
ture sharp wit, page-turning storyline, and lovable and eccen-
tric characters. 

A family secret explodes. A first kiss betrays. A mystery is 
solved. A marriage is tested. It all happens on one extraordinary 
night—the Last Anniversary! 

Sophie Honeywell always wondered if Thomas Gordon was the 
one who got away. He was the perfect boyfriend, but on the day 
he was going to propose, she broke his heart. A year later he mar-
ried his travel agent, while Sophie has been mortifyingly single 
ever since. Now Thomas is back in her life because Sophie has 
unexpectedly inherited his aunt Connie's house on Scribbly Gum 
Island—home of the famously unsolved Munro Baby mystery. 

Sophie moves onto the island and begins a new life as part of an 
unconventional family, where it seems everyone has a secret. 
Grace, a beautiful young mother, is feverishly planning a shock-
ing escape from her perfect life. Margie, a frumpy housewife, has 
made a pact with a stranger, while dreamy Aunt Rose wonders if 
maybe it's about time she started making her own decisions. 

As Sophie's life becomes increasingly complicated, she discovers 
that sometimes you have to stop waiting around—and come up 
with your own fairy-tale ending. 
 
2021 Upcoming Books:  
September—The Vanishing Half  by Brit Bennett 
October—Daisy Fay and the  
Miracle Man by Fannie Flagg 
November—Seven Days of Us by 
Francesca Hornak 
 
The book group typically meets 
on the last Wednesday of the 
month and everyone is welcome. 





Runnells Christian Church 

        (Disciples of Christ)                                 Address Service Requested  
P.O. Box 30 
309 Brown Street 
Runnells, Iowa 50237 
 

(Please use P.O. Box 30 when  
addressing all mail to Church) 
Phone: 515-966-2587 
E-mail: runnellscc@gmail.com 
pastor.krussell@gmail.com 
Website: www.runnellscc.org 
 

Church Staff: 
Ministers: The Congregation 
Pastor: Rev. Katie Russell Hainline 
Board Moderator: Bill Ingle  
Church Admin/Bookkeeper:  Deb Bracewell 
Choir Director: Mike Miller 
Children’s Choir Director: Tammy Feeley 
Bell Choir Director: Sheila Aukes 
Pianist: Tammy Feeley 
Custodian:   
Nursery Attendant: Ann Hammen 

                                         Runnells  
Christian Church 

Place  
Stamp  
Here 

The Body of Christ: 

  Building                Growing               Serving 

J

E 

S U S

       (U. S. Post Office requires P.O. Box 30 on all church mail.) 

JULY 2021—BOARD SUMMARY  
 

The council met on June 9, 2021 at 7 pm at the church. Pastor 
Katie explained how the new governance model would work 
and why and how the committee chose this model. She ex-
plained that in the past it was difficult congregation members to 
get involved, unless they were on the council. The new model 
will create more opportunities for individuals to be involved. 
Several church boards/councils were looked at before we con-
sidered the change. In 2020, the church council agreed to sus-
pend the Bylaws pertaining to the council for one year to create 
this new model on a trial basis. The Board consists of 11 mem-
bers: Moderator—Bill Ingle, Vice Moderator—Denise Pfister, 
Treasurer—Jon Gaudette, Secretary—Sherry Johnson, Chair of 
elders—Deb Bracewell, chairs and vice chairs from the three 
committees. The current committee chairs are: Chair of Com-
mittee for Congregational Life—Tonya Boos, Chair of Commit-
tee for Community Engagement—Katie Temple, and Chair of 
Committee for Stewardship of Resources—Jack Merkle. Each 
committee will select a vice chair at their first meeting. Com-
mittees will meet monthly; the Board will meet quarterly. Bill 
Ingle discussed how this governance model differs from the old 
and how the budget will work. Committee chairs were encour-
aged to form committees, hold their first meeting , set goals for 
their committee, and address the most urgent needs for their 
committee before the next board meeting on August 11 at 7pm. 

 
—Submitted by Sherry Johnson 

Looking Ahead… 
 

With hope, we are looking ahead to  the fall and  
anticipating being able to return to some of our 
regular activities. In anticipation of that we are 
looking for volunteers. 
 We need Sunday school teachers and leaders 

for our youth groups. Please contact Tonya 
Boos if you are interested. 

 We need people who like to sing! When the  
choir is able to rehearse again, come to a      
rehearsal and check it out.                              
For more information contact Mike Miller.  


